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These Considerations 


ODAY is inauguration day; we waited to time the start of the Bush 

presidency—I12:02 PM EST, 20 January 2001 (see chart on page 

59). The © applies to 4 \; the ASC-tuler, 2, exalted in }{ in the 11", 

is moving to sextile and receive 4, the MC-ruler—these are positive 

aspects: Bush will be a strong president, well respected. However, 
there is o* o® the ASC, square the hour ruler %, and this will pose problems, es- 
pecially as o is back at its August 1999 eclipse position. Both internal and ex- 
ternal conflicts are likely, the former stemming from November’s bitter election. 
The country’s foreign affairs (8 in 9") will become troublesome and there will 
be difficulties with our trading partners. o° & ASC, together with draconic o” at 
1° 38° Q, of the ©, and a slow-moving ) ruling the IC from the 8" (VOC, save 
for its sextile to JX), all portray a president and country under attack. 

The present Considerations includes the thoughtful writing of Patrice Gui- 
nard, who examines just what Astrology is; Doug Smith’s clarification of an 
appropriate side of P’s last stay in 6; Bob Makransky’s analysis of the effect of 
the 2 superior conjunction for Che Guevara; and Prier Wintle’s suspicion, evi- 
denced by the charts of some of the last century’s mentally displaced citizens, 
that 4 isn’t always the benefic we expect. Current events include the recent 
train disaster in the Austrian Alps, analyzed by Denis Saunders; and an im- 
mense amount of data concerning the four main protagonists in the November 
elections, provided by Nick Sutherland. It is sometime since we had an article 
on Lilith, Grazia Mirti reminds us of its value. Horary again, with more basic 
explanation from Olivia Barclay, examples by Ruth Baker and Carlota 
Machado Mendes, and an unusual twist from Swiss ace Erie Weil, who ex- 
plains his well-tested, logical approach of combining horary and composite 
charts. Your editor has spent much time in recent months investigating the as- 
trology of Babylon, seeing whether what was done in those long-ago times has 
any relevance nowadays. His initial findings may surprise you. 

2001: times are indeed changing, yet much continues to relate directly 
to the still relevant August 1999 eclipse. & .° was on the 2™ and 8 

cusps then, from Tl to 8. It collapsed high- 

flying stock prices, and is now panicking 

European beefeaters. The blame for the 

extensive flooding throughout much of 

Europe must fall on the eclipse ¥, close to the 

IC. Even Bush’s victory over Gore and the 

bitterness involved is shown by the same 

celestial event. The eclipse sextiled Bush’s ), 

while its fixed T-cross slammed into Gore’s 

natal o ¢ 4. We tend to forget that a solar 

eclipse has such lasting power, that it continues to manifest for several 
years, that it is not just another new moon. 

Enjoy 


Ypres, Dunblane 
& the Star of Bethlehem 


KEN GILLMAN 


STROLOGY began in cities that have long been buried under 
sand. It wasn’t a system that appeared fully evolved, brought in 
by space travelers from another planet. It developed slowly, 
= empirically, from a beginning some 4,000 years ago in ancient 
lands bound by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Early man watched un- 
polluted skies and observed the interplay of the © and ), saw the move- 
ment of the ) and planets against the night’s starry backcloth. Over the 
years, he came to believe that these phenomena signaled the will of the 
gods and foretold future events. An occurrence in the sky followed by 
good fortune or misfortune became linked in the Mesopotamian mind not 
so much as cause and effect but as a forewarning and subsequent event. 
Records of these linked pairs of celestial happenings and terrestrial 
events were collected, and standardized, in omen collections that eventu- 
ally became the rules we follow today. 

Initially astrology dealt solely with the connection between celestial 
happenings and events concerning the king and his realm—it began as 
Mundane Astrology. 

From stone tablets found in the remains of Babylon, Ninevah, Ur and 
other Mesopotamian cities, we know that early Sumerian, Babylonian 
and Assyrian astrologers paid great heed to the appearances and disap- 
pearances of celestial bodies, both stars and planets, in the sky around 
sunrise and sunset. Their calendar was lunar. When a new lunar crescent 
first became visible in the evening sky, a new month began. Events to 
occur in the month were predicted from how high or low above the hori- 
zon the ) was at that initial sighting, by its color, by how long it re- 
mained in the sky before it followed the © down into the underworld, by 
the direction in which its horns pointed, and by which planets and stars 
were present in the sky with the new crescent. 

Just as the circumstances surrounding a new crescent were used to 
predict events in the following month, so the first crescent of the year 
was expected to bring with it celestial omens that would enable a trained 
observer to predict events that would occur over the coming year. This 
annual new crescent, whose appearance was dated | Nissan, the first day 
of the first month of the year, followed the first new ) after the spring 
equinox. 
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I’ve taken a series of major mundane events and for each have erected 
the chart for when the initial new lunar crescent of the year would have 
become visible at the place where the event subsequently occurred.’ Ob- 
viously, | do not know the color of a particular new crescent, the direc- 
tion in which its horns were pointing, nor if the new crescent was actu- 
ally seen, that clouds did not hide it. Nevertheless, I present some of 
these charts (calculated using Rumen Kolev’s new software Babylonia, 
reviewed elsewhere in this issue) so that readers can decide for them- 
selves whether or not they are adequate mundane prediction tools. 


‘3g4q ORLD WAR I began when the Austrian-Hungarian Empire 
declared war on Serbia on 28 July 1914, a reaction to the assas- 
sination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria at Sarajevo on 
2 28 June. Germany declared war on France and invaded Bel- 
gium on 3 August, and Britain declared war on Germany the next day. 


Figure 1 is set for the first lunar crescent of the year, on 27 March 
1914. Initially I cast new crescent charts for five locations: Vienna, Sa- 
rajevo, Berlin, Paris and London. However, I noticed that at the first 
three of these cities the ) was applying to o 2, while by the time the new 
crescent became visible in the evening sky at Paris and London the ) had 
passed this conjunction. I therefore looked for locations where the new 
crescent became visible at the same moment that ) ¢ became exact. 
Each of these locations, which are in Belgium and Northern France, was 
the site of a major battle! 

Unless I have miscalculated, no WWI battle took place at a location at 
which the new crescent first became visible after it had passed its con- 
junction with 9. The conjunction formed both a celestial and terrestrial 
demarcation line—it barred the invading Germans from entering Paris! 

Figure | is therefore set for the moment of the exact ) ¢ 2 at Ypres in 
Belgium. This is also when the new lunar crescent was first visible there. 
Ypres was the site of three major battles, the last of which is better 
known as Passchendaele: a 100-day battle in which the combatants were 
bogged down in a morass of mud created by the firing of 4.3-million 
British shells into a reclaimed swamp. For the Germans Passchendaele 
was “the supreme martyrdom.” 


! Using a series of new crescents recorded in Babylon between 568 BC and 233 
BC (source: Robert R. Newton, Ancient Planetary Observations... Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1976, Table IV: 3, pp. 131-132), I analyzed the 
length of time each new crescent was reported as having been visible to the ob- 
server. These visibility periods indicate the new crescent was usually first seen 
when the © was 2° below the horizon. 
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It was at Ypres that poison gas was first used, by both sides. 
Besides ) ¢ 9, which falls on the antiscion of the evil 8, an observer 
would also have seen o and % high in the evening sky. 


Figure 1: First Lunar Crescent of 1914 
6:11:44 PM UT, 27 March 1914 
Ypres, Belgium: SONS51, 2E5S3 


When we cannot see them [the planets] rising (i.e. they 
rise during the day), we see them already high in the sky 
after sunset. Then they are related to the night and their 
influence is more destructive...” 


o& and » are malefics. In this position, elevated in the evening sky 
shortly after sunset, early astrologers would have considered them to be 
even more destructive than usual. 

As ruler of T, & is the dispositor of the ©, ) and Q. It is close to the 
MC and in protective &—not a sign in which & is ever comfortable, but 


? Rumen Kolev. The Babylonian Astrology & Astronomy. Varna, Bulgaria, 
2000. p. 3. While later medieval astrologers would agree that this applies to the 
three outer planets, o*, 4 and , which are considered in accidental debility 
when occidental (i.e. rising after the ©), they would disagree for $ or 2 as eve- 
ning stars, which are said to be in an accidental dignity in this position. 
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an appropriate position in view of the general defensive posture the war 
adopted after the initial battles. 

% squares the Nodes. As % is 89°06’ distant from the Q, its draconic 
position is 29°06°II, exactly ¢ B. % o P, the astrological indicator of 
death and duty, is a clear signature of the horrors that took place at Ypres 
and in this general area of Europe for as long as the war lasted. 

The importance of 17° T, the position of ) o @ in this new crescent 
chart, is shown at what many consider to have been the two major battles 
of the war. 

At the Battle of the Marne, where Marshall Joffre and the armies un- 
der his command halted the German advance at the outskirts of Paris, the 
transiting © was at 12° Tl, on the March 1914 , with its antiscion on the 
) o Q. There was also a close  ¢ B in &, which is very appropriate for 
the 4-year-long nightmare of trench warfare that followed this battle. 

At the Battle of Amiens, at which Allied massed tanks finally broke 
the back of the German armies, » was at 17° Q and @ at 17 ©. 

A chart for the moment of the new crescent of 27 March 1914 does 
appear to foretell the nature of subsequent events. 


\ammme) UNBLANE 

ING P Does the appropriate new crescent chart for Dunblane, Scotland 

ia Y) show events there on 13 March 1996, the day a mentally de- 
awe ' ranged man killed sixteen primary school children and one 
teacher, then himself? 

Babylonian principles suggest the appropriate chart is one cast for 
shortly after sunset on 1 April 1995, almost a year before this tragedy. 

How might an astrologer from Babylon, a Chaldean, as the Greeks 
and Romans knew him, have interpreted this chart? We know from their 
stone tablets that early astrologers knew when a planet was at its station, 
apparently motionless in the sky, about to change direction. Our mythi- 
cal Chaldean would have been aware that 4 was at its station, having 
turned retrograde on 1 April 1995, even though it is not visible in the 
sky. He would have seen and been concerned that o shared the evening 
sky with the new crescent. o% rose during daylight hours, its appearance 
over the eastern horizon was unseen. As we noted with the Ypres chart, 
our Chaldean would consider any planet that rose unobserved in the east 
to be destructive. Here the destructive planet is o’, which he considers a 
quintessentially evil planet and associates with Nergal, the god of pesti- 
lence and death. Because of its elevation, dominating the evening sky, he 
may have predicted some form of martial activity for the coming year, 
perhaps a war, certainly blood shed. He will have interpreted the retro- 
grade station as indicating a lack of the usual protection 4 provides. 

How would a modern astrologer view Figure 2? Differently, I sus- 
pect. Modern astrologers would be less concerned by o’: it trines both the 
© and } (it is in mutual reception with the ©) and is exactly at the O/4 
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midpoint—a configuration for which Reinhold Ebertin has only praise. 
Nonetheless, we are becoming cautious about Grand Trines, here © a 
4 \. In Fire signs they are “frequently found in the charts of criminals, 
along with people who are easily defeated by the rigors of life...” * 

In hindsight, we know that & (= guns) had a major role to play in the 
subsequent tragedy. The astrological reason for this—although evident to 
our Chaldean—is not immediately obvious to a modern astrologer. 


Figure 2: ) Crescent First Visible in 1995 
7:02 PM UT, | April 1995. 
Dunblane, Scotland: 56N11 3W58 


It is only when we resort to antiscions and draconic positions that this 
chart, set for the most beautiful moment of sunset, portrays its true colors 
to the modern eye. It is not a happy chart: the ©’s antiscion at 18° 25° 1 
is ¢ % at 18° 14” , and the draconic position of ¥ at 18° 24’ II squares 
this place. The ) is separating from O X and applying to aspect the 
chart’s ASC-ruler, 2, at 5° 28’ }{ in the 5" house. A ) application to an 
exalted 2 should promise only good, but here 2 opposes the ©’s draconic 
position at 4° 37° TI. 

Nothing of note occurs in Dunblane before the new ) crescent at sun- 
set on 19 February 1996 that began the final month of the year. In Fig. 3, 


> Bil Tierney, Dynamics of Aspect Analysis, CRCS Publications, 1980, p. 67. 
Tierney quotes a study by Barbara Watters. 
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o has just set, invisible to an observer, and 2 and * are evening stars. 
Again, ® rose during the day so it is particularly malignant. 


Figure 3: New Lunar Crescent 
5:35:20 PM UT, 19 February 1996 
Dunblane, Scotland: 56N11, 3W58 


The modern astrologer, using draconic positions, sees % at 24° 11" H, 
with a draconic position of 4° 22’ I. % thus simultaneously aspects the 
April 1995 draconic positions of both the © (at 4° 37’ TM) and the D (at 
23° 57° Ml). The 19 February chart also contains a difficult o’ OB, angu- 
lar, close to the positions of draconic * and the draconic © of | April. 

The shooting occurs at 9:32 AM on 13 March 1996. The transit © is 
between o and *. Its longitude is 23° 05° X (opposing the 1 April 1996 
draconic position of the )) and its draconic position is 4° 
29° I (conjunct the 1 April 1996 draconic position of the 
©). 

Transit defined the month of the event; transit © the 
day. 
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HE STAR of the Magi 
The most famous astrological prediction of all time concerns 
the birth of Christ. As the Bible tells it, the Magi came from the 
East'—a modern translation has Magi, also called ‘wise men’, 
as astrologers—expecting to be present at the birth of a new king. They 
had seen a sign in the heavens, and had followed where it had led. 
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in 
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men 
from the east to Jerusalem. 
Saying, Where he is that is born King of the Jews? for 
we have seen his star in the east, and are come to wor- 
ship him.’* 
Can we find a new crescent, one for the start of the astrological year, 
which contains within it an indication of this unique birth? 


Figure 4: First Lunar Crescent, 6 BC 
4:12:30 PM UT, 19 April 6 BC 
Bethlehem, Judea: 31N43, 35E12 


King Herod died 11 April 4 BC, so we know the new crescent chart 
was before then, and probably no earlier than 10 BC. John Addey® pro- 


* Probably from Persia. 
* Matthew II, 1-2 (King James Version). 
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posed the evening of 22 August 7 BC for the birth of Jesus, and he 
agreed with Kepler that “the star” was 4 o % in }{ that occurred three 
times in 7 BC, on 27 May, 6 October and 1 December. Does the new 
crescent for 7 BC show this event? A chart cast for just after sunset on | 
April 7 BC does contain o” &° 4, but o” is above the horizon and that, to- 
gether with ) o 2 in T, reminds me too much of the Ypres chart. 

By contrast, the new crescent of the following year, on 19 April 6 BC, 
does have something going for it. See Figure 4. As the © descends to 
an altitude of —2° and the new crescent appears in the western sky, the 
fixed star Regulus culminates: Regulus ¢ Mc. 

According to Robson’ Regulus (a 2, the brightest star of the constel- 
lation Q) gives both honor and a short life. Ebertin® links it to royal 
properties, a noble mind, frankness and courage. Brady” tells us that 
Regulus is one of the Royal Stars of Persia, one of the great historical 
stars in the sky. She says it indicates a person who “can gain great suc- 
cess but only after facing a certain nemesis.” 

As the new lunar crescent appears in the sky, it does so beside ¥. ¥ is 
particularly bright (magnitude —1.3), having first appeared as an evening 
star three evenings before. ) ¢ is visible in the evening sky. 

But note the closeness of the © to the benefic Q—the previous day’s 
new moon was a solar eclipse. 

Figure 5 is set for the new moon at Bethlehem. It is a close annular 
eclipse, one at which almost 95% of the © is covered by the ). At this 
moment, every one of the seven celestial bodies the Chaldeans knew is 
present in the afternoon sky, contained within an exact 45° angle that 
extends from in the south to @ in the west. ¥ and 9! How often are all of 
the other five classical bodies (plus the Q) contained between the O's 
two fellow travelers, % and 2? They are the most unlikely pair possible! 
And check their containing angle, 2 has a longitude of 22°44’ H, $ is at 
7°44’ B. The longitude difference is 45° 00’, it is an exact semisquare. 

¥ is extra bright now; it is an evening star, visible in the western sky 
after sunset. 2, 4 and * are also extra bright; each of these three appears 
in the eastern sky as morning stars shortly before sunrise. 

Only of is not visible in the sky after sunset or before sunrise— 
except, maybe, if the sky darkens as the ) stands between the earth and 
the © at this solar eclipse. 

No, this is not a total eclipse, at which time the stars and planets will 
certainly have become visible in the daytime sky. Yet, the )’s shadow 


6 John Addey, “The Astrology of the Birth of Christ,” The Astrological Journal, 
1959, 

7 Robson, Vivian E., The Fixed Stars & Constellations in Astrology, Weiser, 
1984, 

5 Ebertin, Reinhold & Hoffman, Georg. Fixed Stars & Their Interpretation, 
AFA, 1971. 

° Brady, Bernadette, Brady ’s Book of Fixed Stars, Weiser, 1998, p. 263. 
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does cover fully 94.7% of the solar disk. This amount is sufficient to cre- 
ate a partial night that will last for almost five minutes—and during this 
time first 2, then 4, followed by 3 and then % will become visible in the 
sky. Only o seemingly does not appear in the darkening afternoon sky. 
But maybe it does. The magnitude of o is 1.5, which makes it almost as 
bright as Regulus with a magnitude of 1.3, and brighter than stars we see 
easily most nights like Castor, magnitude 1.6, or Bellatrix, magnitude 
1.7. At a total solar eclipse stars of this magnitude do become visible. 
This is not a total eclipse, but it is almost one. 


Figure 6: Solar Eclipse 
12:47:58 PM UT, 18 April 6 BC 
Bethlehem, Judea: 31N43, 35E12 


Let’s presume that o and each of the other planets did become visible 
at the time of this solar eclipse. If so, and observing astrologers noted 
that all of the known planets were tightly contained within just one- 
eighth of the sky, with ¥ and 2 unusually as the two containing bodies, it 
would not have been just an unusual sight, it would have been unique. 

It would certainly have sent the astrologers scurrying to their records 
to look up its meaning. For some reason—possibly the previous year’s 
three-fold 4 ¢ +, perhaps the actual shaping of this planetary group 
about the fiery-ringed lunar shadow—they decided that this unique celes- 
tial event indicated the birth of a great king. 
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But where? A quick comparison of the approximate timings of the 
appearances of the next day’s lunar crescent for the different capital cit- 
ies shows the royal star Regudus will culminate at Jerusalem. This they 
interpret as indicating this future king will be born into Jerusalem’s royal 
family. 

Bethlehem is very close to the capital city, just an hour and a half’s 
walk away, and while Regulus is close to the MC at Jerusalem, it is even 
closer at Bethlehem. 

The Magi travel to Jerusa- 
lem. They meet with King 
Herod. There has been no birth 
in the royal family there. They 
... departed; and lo, the star 
which they saw in the east, went 
before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young 
child was." 

Could this passage, one that 
has troubled interpreters through 
the centuries, simply mean that 
a refined calculation showed the 
Magi that it is in fact at Bethle- 
hem, and not Jerusalem, that Regulus culminated at the so-important new 
crescent of 19 April? It is at Bethlehem that the star stands over the 
young child. 

The term “in the east” is a translation of en te anatole, and it has been 
another topic of much discussion. It does not refer to the location of the 
Magi when they saw the star, for that anatolai would have been used. 
The word anatole means either ‘in the eastern sky’ or ‘rising on high’.'' 
The second interpretation clearly fits Regu/us on the MC at Bethlehem. 

Yes, I did note K o° B in the sky in Figure 4. Also the new crescent 
)’s opposition to ¥. These two oppositions form a Mystic Rectangle. I°ll 
leave it to readers to consider its relevance. 

The new crescent of 19 April 6 BC, when taken with the previous 
day’s solar eclipse, is a strong argument for the birth of Christ occurring 
in the astrological year that began then. 

My intent here is not to say when Christ was born. Instead, it is to 
demonstrate the value of charts not normally used. These crescent charts 
appear to be meaningful at Ypres, Dunblane and Bethlehem. Perhaps 
they will provide mundane astrologers with the necessary tools to redis- 
cover how to make meaningful predictions. 


'° Matthew, II 9. 
'' The different interpretations are discussed in Hughes, David. The Star of Beth- 
lehem. New York: Walker & Company, 1979, p. 2. 
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Nation mourns loss of heroic ‘Iron duke’. 


Intermezzo 
with Dirge and Gigue 


DOUGLAS W. SMITH 


If you are on the bank of a river, you can have no idea what 
are the problems on the other side. 


Let us cross the river and see. 
Auguste Blanqui 


The stream of time flows inexorably along. 
By plunging my hand into it, 
Jam merely doing my duty. 
1 do not expect thereby to change its course. 
Otto von Bismark 


N MID-SEPTEMBER 1852 the Duke of 
\ Wellington, who had vanquished Napoleon, 
died. In his will the Hero of Waterloo had 
left no instructions as to the manner of his 
burial, which for all that could have been performed 
with restrained military protocol. But Queen Victoria, 
as shrewd as she was grief-stricken, had other plans. 
With the Chartist turbulence only a few years past, 


she was aware how much class antagonism still threatened the peace and 
prosperity of her realm. The Queen concluded that if the breach within 
the social order was ever to be healed the funeral of this Duke, who was 
universally revered, would be a most propitious occasion. She thus or- 
dered that the full resources of the State be marshaled in his honor. She 
decreed that his be a memorable interment. Actually, it would prove to 


be the most extravagant pageant ever staged in 19th century Britain. 


Smith: Intermezzo with Dirge and Gigue 


The preparations for the spectacle were to take more than two 
months, and in the interval the Duke’s remains lay enclosed within four 
coffins, sumptuously ornamented, of lead, oak, mahogany and pine. Then 
towards the end of this time the body was borne to Chelsea Hospital, 
where there was a three-day lying-in-state. On Thursday, the 11" of No- 
vember, the Queen and Prince Albert attended the Duke alone; on Fri- 
day, the Private View Day, a line of carriages two miles long blocked the 
surrounding streets, as the privileged classes paid their respects; on Sat- 
urday, when the general public was at last admitted, there was near pan- 
demonium. Queuing was a custom not observed in those times. Instead, 
the people were herded together into groups of fifty-odd, which were 
ushered through the viewing in quick succession. But the dampened 
throng “actually smoked like a heated haystack” according to one con- 
temporary and in the resulting press two women were crushed to death. 

The Duke’s catafalque was attained via a long vestibule hung with 
black cloth. This great curtain was gathered above a chandelier shaped 
like a gigantic plume of black feathers. From this purposely-dim ante- 
chamber, the mourner then entered the hall where the coffin stood. There 
black cloth laced with silver cord again draped the walls and ceiling, but 
this room blazed with the light of 83 enormous candelabra. (83 were the 
number of the Duke’s mortal years.) The dais, which held the coffin, was 
45 feet wide by 35 feet deep, and it was entirely covered with precious 
gold cloth. Above the catafalque was a canopy of black velvet lined with 
silver and emblazoned with the family arms in gold. Ten columns repre- 
senting bundles of spears tied with laurel supported it. From their capitals 
sprang, again, plumes of black feathers. “The whole effect was theatrical, 
eccentric, powerful, and imperially pagan.”! 

The Duke’s funeral car was built in only 
three weeks by seven trusted firms from 
authentic materials at a cost of £11,000. It was 
itself 27 feet long, 10 feet broad and 17 feet 
high. Its great weight was taken on six wheels, 
and it was to be pulled by twelve black horses, 
reined three abreast. The lower part of the 
carriage was cast in bronze from guns captured 
at Waterloo. Its superstructure bristled with 
trophies and hatchments, while the bier itself 
rested on a velvet pall embroidered with silver. 
For traditional reasons it was essential that the 
funeral procession pass beneath Temple Bar, 
the monument that marked the entrance to the 
City of London. But, as the canopy of the 


' Morley, J. 1971. Death, Heaven and the Victorians. London: Studio Vista, 
p.83. 
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funeral car exceeded the Bar in height, special machinery had to be con- 
trived that would make it possible to lower the canopy’s halberds at the 
appropriate moment. 

The funeral car was preceded by soldiers who carried their arms re- 
versed, beating time to the “Dead March” on muffled drums. Immedi- 
ately behind the car came the Duke’s horse, of course riderless. Then 
came the Duke’s domestic and family mourning coaches. Forty other 
mourning coaches conveying the elite of the realm in turn followed 
these. Only the Queen herself could not join the procession, since by 
convention she was barred from attending the funeral of a subject, how- 
ever eminent. The procession struck out from the wealthy sector of pal- 
aces and great houses, wound its way through the middle-class areas, and 
then negotiated the poorer districts before finally reaching St. Paul’s 


Cathedral about noon. In this “apotheosis of all Victorian funerals,”? 
crape, which is silk crumpled by heat, was worn as a sign of deepest 
mourning even by many of the one-and-a-half million commoners who lined 
the streets. 

Three gas mains had been newly laid down, and the ranks of the 
mourners inside the cathedral, all attired in black, were illumined by 
7,000 gas lanterns, imparting “an air of solemn and chastened magnifi- 


cence to the scene.”’ After an hour’s delay, during which the mourners 


endured a chill wind, the Burial Service got underway, accompanied by a 
dirge adapted from the slow movement of Beethoven’s Seventh. Finally, 
at 3:00 P.M. on 18 November 1852 all the parish churches throughout 
England tolled their bells. The coffin descended into its crypt. Then the 


= Curl, J. S. 1972. The Victorian Celebration of Death. London: David & 
Charles, p.4 
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Inner Circle Outer Circle 
Burial of the Pin First Institutional 
Duke of Wellington Cremation in Britain 
3:05 PM 18 November 1852 Crape Noon GMT, 20 March 1885 
St Pauls, London Woking, Surrey 


Tower guns boomed to mark the ceremony’s end. Afterwards the Duke’s 
car, minus its four halberds and draperies, was installed in the crypt as 
well, as a national heirloom. There it can still be seen today. 

‘A chart cast for this sad, sumptuous pageant shows a close conjunc- 
tion between % and o* in %, this pair together being ~ » in U. Here we 
see high-ranking members of the ecclesiastical, heraldic and military cir- 
cles closing ranks in the catharsis of burial. In fact, such a configuration, 
in its aptness and precision, can only add further fuel to the old suspicion 
that royalty has always made elections based on clandestine astrological 
advice. Yet, there is another factor operating here that astrologers at that 
time could not have known about. On the day of the Duke’s burial P had 
retrograded to within thirteen are-minutes of the O/T cusp; and at the 
moment when the Tower guns fired, the transiting Ascendant was 
sweeping across the very degree occupied by the outermost planet, bring- 
ing it briefly into focus. 

When in &, 2 for all his ruthless intensity must submit to the embrace 
of the Goddess. In this sign he is in detriment. The situation is not at all 
comfortable. He would much rather she came upon him in the world be- 
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low ground, as Persephone, blithefully pursuing the receding life-sap. As 
it is, this grizzled, foulmouthed instigator finds himself in Madame’s par- 
lor, tightly buttoned, shiny-shoed and starched up proper. He holds his 
fork in his fist like a toadstabber. He growls down any move towards 
mere chitchat. When she passes him sugar, it caramelizes. Near him the 
wine keeps turning to vinegar. He feels like a bull in a china shop. He 
squirms. But she, a gracious hostess, deftly turns their conversation to- 
wards matters of mutual interest, and when he learns of her sincere love 
for jet heirlooms his heart finally warms. She confides that she has at- 
tended performances of torrid operas by that German man Wagner, and 
this encourages him to offer some views on the whole question of trans- 
figuration. She speaks from personal knowledge of Charles Darwin’s 
research into procreation and the survival of the species, all of which in- 
trigues him greatly. Moreover, when she broaches the business of Brit- 
ishfunerals, he becomes positively excited. Both are in complete agree- 
ment that the only satisfactory form of disposal is through burial. Noth- 
ing is more fitting than that the human corpse should putrefy in the solid 
kindly ground. 

It was the work of the Goddess that a respectable funeral should be a 
costly affair. The Duke’s pageant aside, a good middle-class perform- 
ance had to feature a hearse, pairs of horses, feathers, a lead coffin, sen- 
timental memorials, crape hat-bands, silk scarves and black kid gloves, 
with coachmen, pages and mutes as paid mourners. By the 1840s the 
production of death paraphernalia had assumed industrial proportions; a 
Report from 1843 noted, for instance, that between four and five million 
pounds were “annually thrown into the grave, at the expense of the liv- 
ing.” 

However, it was the work of PB in this same decade that promoted 
various burial reform movements. One of the principal sources of public 
concern was the traditional site of disposal, the unregulated and over- 
crowded churchyard. Cholera, which first appeared in England in 1831, 
was supposed to stem from the putrid exhalations of such places. Typhus 
was also traced to the gases given off by decaying bodies, and in 1848 a 
Dr. Murray proposed to measure just such “terrible Galvanic derange- 
ments of fermenting churchyards” with suitably delicate instruments. He 
was pretty well convinced that “every decomposing human body depos- 
ited there, is hourly altering and disordering the electric fluid of that lo- 
cality.”* A case had turned up in 1842 that gained not a little notoriety. In 
London a chapel had been built over a cellar that served as a burial vault. 
Within the vault 12,000 bodies had been placed in the period of twenty 
years, at an average interment rate of thirty a week. Four or five women, 
it was said, would regularly faint during the services in the chapel, so 


4 Ibid, p. 23. 
* Ibid, p. 36. His italics. 
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strong was the stench rising from the charnel house below. 

In 1850 the Metropolitan Interments Act codified the reform initia- 
tives of that day by forbidding further interments in churchyards, by clos- 
ing old, unsanitary burial grounds and by establishing a Board of Health 
which was to oversee the administration of cemeteries generally. In this 
way the dead were kept at bay, even to the point where “extra-mural” 
cemeteries were established safely removed from populous places. How- 
ever, the established churches for the most part were not involved in this 
development, and thus they could exert no brake on funereal ostentation. 
In no time the aesthetics of these extra-mural burial grounds shifted to- 
wards the sepulchral Baroque: a mélange of Grecian friezes and deliber- 
ately broken columns, with copious urns, sarcophagi and disconsolate 
angels. In matters of mortuary decor the tenancy of P in & was mostly a 
disaster, pushing mere bad taste into the farther reaches of the grotesque. 

P’s awkwardness in this earth sign sprang in part from the fact that he 
had to express himself through palpable, corporeal forms. This was a 
stricture that made burial deeply satisfying, while rendering other means 
of disposal taboo. In particular was cremation—made practical by the 
Siemens regenerative furnace—regarded with wide abhorrence. That a 
physical body might evanesce in fire greatly offended the belief that 
earth was its natural resting place. Nevertheless, the cost of burial along 
with the attending risk of contagion prompted the formation of a Crema- 
tion Society, which drew up its first declaration on 13 January 1874, The 
Society built a demonstration crematorium at Woking under the supervi- 
sion of Professor Gorini, an expert in such things, and on 17 March 1879 
it successfully incinerated the body of a large horse. For a time, though, 
the Society had to rest content with infrahuman trial runs until a reluctant 
Parliament bestowed its sanction. 

In the meantime some independent enthusiasts began taking matters 
into their own hands. On 8 October 1882, the first cremation in modern 
England took place in the orchard of Captain Hanham of Dorset, who 
committed the bodies of his wife and mother, already long dead, to the 
flames. However, a much more sensational case took place a year later in 
Llantrisant, Glamorgan. At the age of 83, Dr. William Price had fathered 
a child whom he called Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ died at the age of five 
months, however, and on the afternoon of 13 January 1884 his pioneer- 
ing father, attired in white druidic robes, placed the body over a large 
cask of paraffin and set it alight. Clearly the Doctor was enjoying his 
return; however, this crude procedure “so incensed the large crowd 
which had assembled that, but for the intervention of the police, he 
would have been severely handled.” For his violation of taboo the good 
Doctor was made to stand trial, but in this precedent-setting case, con- 


s Wilson, A. & Levy, H. 1938. Burial Reform and Funeral Costs. London: Ox- 
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cluded in February 1884, cremation was judged not to be illegal, pro- 
vided it did not constitute a public nuisance. 

Two months later a Bill was tabled in Parliament crediting cremation 
with “effecting a most important social and sanitary reform.” Although 
defeated by a vote of 2 to 1, this Bill received such favorable press cov- 
erage that the cremationists felt they had won a clear moral victory. With 
this encouragement, the Society went on notice that its facility at Woking 
would henceforth be available to the public, and on 20 March 1885 the 
first human corpse was burned there. This date can be taken as the point 
at which the practice was finally institutionalized in Britain. At 0° IGE 
had just left the sign of its long interment. Now transmutation would be 
the work, not of worms, but incandescent air. 


Q9¢Ointhe 
Horoscope 
of Che Guevara 


BOB MAKRANSKY 


It is one of those moments when 
great decisions must be taken; this 
type of struggle gives us the 
opportunity not only to turn 
ourselves into revolutionaries, the highest level of the human species, 
but it also allows us to graduate as men.' 


7} RNESTO “Che” Guevara, Argentine revolutionary, became a 
sixties cult hero and symbol of martyred rebellion after his 
death in 1967 and the posthumous publication of his diary. In 
The Diary of Che Guevara he detailed the last year of his life: a 

heroic (if naive) attempt to promote a guerrilla insurgency in Bolivia, 
which ended in his encirclement and destruction by the Bolivian army. 
Che Guevara was born June 14, 1928 at 9:30 p.m. AST, at 60W45, 
33800. The son of a well-to-do architect, he grew up in Buenos Aires 
and studied medicine. Afflicted with asthma from an early age, he con- 
ducted research into tropical disease allergies. While a student he be- 
came involved in politics and participated in two conspiracies against 
Juan Peron. Forced to leave Argentina, he hitchhiked to Guatemala in 
1954 at the height of the political crisis there, when the Communist- 
influenced government of Jacobo Arbenz was about to be overthrown by 


' The Diary of Che Guevara, Bantam 1968, page 154 
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an invasionary force sponsored by the American CIA. Four days before 
the overthrow Che offered his services to the Arbenz government and was 
assigned to an army hospital. When Arbenz fell Che sought refuge in the 
Argentine embassy, and from there he made his way to Mexico. 

In Mexico he soon came into contact with veterans of an aborted 
1953 Cuban uprising, who had recently been released from prison in 
Cuba and who, in the spring of 1955, established themselves in Mexico. 
Che quickly became good friends with the leader of the Cubans, Fidel 
Castro, who was planning an invasion of Cuba to overthrow the dictator 
Fulgencia Batista. Castro hired a Spanish Civil War officer and author 
of textbooks on guerrilla warfare to train his invasion army of eighty 
men, and at the end of the training each man received a rating; Che was 
rated the best. 

In November 1956 the 82-man invasion force embarked on a leaky, 
overburdened yacht and headed for Cuba. The 
landing was supposed to coincide with an uprising on 
shore, but the voyage was delayed and the uprising 
was crushed. Within a few days of landing Castro’s 
band was encircled by the Cuban army and forced to 
split up. Only twelve men — including Castro and 
Che — managed to escape into the mountains after a 
grueling 3-week trek. 

This small group, supported by local peasants, 
became the nucleus of a guerrilla army that swelled with recruits as the 
Batista regime became increasingly repressive. Che was made a major — 
the highest rank in the army — and was given command of one of the 
three guerrilla army corps. He became the most efficient of Castro’s 
field commanders since he was an outstanding organizer and leader. He 
established industries among the peasants — a shoe factory, a uniform 
factory, ordnance plants, bakeries, butcher shops, a hospital — which sup- 
plied the rebel army and provided employment for the peasants. There 
were many hardships and setbacks, but with the overwhelming support 
of the Cuban populace the guerrillas gained momentum and overthrew 
Batista in January 1959. 

Che became Castro’s political mentor, and was instrumental in influ- 
encing him to forge an alliance with the Communist party (at the expense 
of his old revolutionary comrades-in-arms, some of whom were brutally 
purged, and most of the rest of whom were discarded as soon as the vic- 
tory was won). In his role as president of the national bank, Che cut 
Cuba’s economic ties to the United States and directed Cuban trade to 
the Communist bloc. In the words of Theodore Draper: “Fidel Castro 
must certainly be ranked with the greatest mass intoxicators of the cen- 
tury, but no one is likely to mistake him for a creative political thinker. 
For a long time he was dependent on the superior intellect of Guevara, 
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who, unlike his nominal chieftain, never wastes words and should always 
be taken seriously.” 

In 1961 Che was appointed minister of industry; but at heart he was a 
revolutionary, not a bureaucrat, so in 1965 he left Cuba, with Castro’s 
support, to foment revolutionary activity in other Latin American coun- 
tries. In 1966, with a small band of battle-tested veterans of the Cuban 
revolution, Che went to Bolivia and established relations with leaders of 
the Bolivian Communist Party. Guevara’s presence soon caused a split 
in the party, resulting in the more militant members joining forces with 
him while the traditional leadership opposed his project as a “wild 
adventure”. These leaders were subsequently able to hamper Che’s 
efforts to a considerable degree, by funneling off funds and recruits that 
were to have been his reinforcements. 


Che Guevara 
9:30 PM AST, 14" June 1928: 33800, 60W45 


In November 1966 Che established his base camp in central Bolivia 
and launched his guerrilla war, which consisted principally of bush- 
whacking and firefights with army patrols, and speeches to the peasants. 
In the godforsaken jungle, hunting and being hunted, Che was back in his 
element. 

But from the start things went wrong: his band of guerrillas split in 
two and was to rejoin later, but contact between the two groups was lost 
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at the beginning and Che spent months trying (and never succeeding) to 
find the other group. Contact was also lost with the city for resupply. 
Che’s asthma attacked him unmercifully, and no medication was avail- 
able since an informant within the guerrilla betrayed its stores to the Bo- 
livian army. The peasants were mistrustful and wary. Bit by bit clashes 
with the army depleted his band. In September 1967 the radio brought 
news that the other half of the guerrilla group had been annihilated; and 
in October Che’s band was encircled and he was captured. Two days 
later he was executed. 


OW IT is not surprising that a native with § stationary retro- 

grade and @ superior conjunction should embrace the philoso- 

phy of communism, with its stern morality and ideal of sacrifice 

of self for the group. It is said that there is more love mani- 
fested at 9’ conjunction with the © than at her elongation (if the arche- 
type of the 2 elongation is Moses, the archetype of the conjunction is 
Christ). In Che Guevara we have a 9-superior-conjunction native who, 
for whatever motives, was a conscienceless killer, contemptuous of both 
his victims (whom he always referred to as “the little soldiers”) and his 
erstwhile supporters (“It is necessary to hunt down the inhabitants to be 
able to talk with them, for they are just like little animals.”*). What kind 
of love is this? Love suffers long, and is kind. Love does not envy, or 
vaunt itself; it's not puffed up. Love does not behave unseemly; it 
doesn't seek its own; it’s not easily provoked; it thinks no evil. It re- 
joices not in iniquity, but in truth. It bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. 

First of all, it must be noted that 2 is no more nor less ruthless in any 
part of her cycle: it is the very nature of desire to be ruthless, to force the 
world to serve the self. What we think of as love (what Christians call 
“charity” and Buddhists call “bodhisattva”) is an emanation of the heart, 
symbolized by the ©, of which desire is but one expression. At 2 supe- 
rior conjunction desire is inhibited by intent: where the emotional re- 
pression of the native with 3 ¢ © creates a tremendous capacity for self- 
discipline, the inhibition of the 2 ¢ © native creates a tremendous capac- 
ity for self-sacrifice. With 2 ¢ © there is the greatest drive for self- 
denial in the name of some ideal of any part of 2’ cycle, but often this 
urge is perverted into an apotheosis through self-immolation — it be- 
comes the love of the moth for the flame. Where the ? ¢ © native is in 
thrall to his fear of death, the 2 ¢ © native is fascinated by it — he flirts 
with his own destruction. He has a great sense of drama, and the great 
drama of life is death. This native constantly rehearses his death by set- 
ting up scenarios of humiliation and defeat, as if to defy death by inuring 
himself to its sting. 
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Che’s ¥ at its retrograde station endowed him with the contempt for 
his own death that § stationary retrograde has for any sort of weakness. 
In the words of Fidel Castro: “Che contemplated his death as something 
natural and probable in the process and tried to emphasize, especially in 
the last documents, that this eventuality would not impede the inevitable 
march of the revolution in Latin America. In his message to the Tricon- 
tinental Congress, he reiterated this thought: ‘Our every action is a battle 
cry against imperialism ... wherever death may surprise us, let it be wel- 
come, provided that this, our battle cry, may have reached some recep- 
tive ear and another hand may be extended to wield our weapons.” 

The extreme self-consciousness of the solar conjunctions of both 
and @ is their genius as well as their bane. In the case of @ there is a con- 
stant, agonized soul-searching and self-examination which is not readily 
apparent since the native conceals it with brusqueness and affected indif- 
ference (in Che’s case with the hatchet-faced stoicism of ¥ SR). Whether 
the native makes constructive use of it or not, the continual rumination 
on self, the brooding self-refinement of 2 ¢ © has at least the potential of 
contributing to great self-understanding and wisdom. All the ease and 
fluidity of self-adaptation of 2 when she is at her greatest brilliance are 
seminally present at the conjunction (the point of greatest struggle). 
However, in the immature type this self-obsession appears more often as 
an inhibiting influence, a continual worry over not measuring up. 

The 2 ¢ © native is not afraid of humiliation (death), and in fact al- 
most seems to crave it as a form of self-purgation. He certainly has the 
capacity for sober self-criticism and self-modification: “We walked ef- 
fectively something like an hour, which seemed more like two to me due 
to the weariness of the little mare. In a moment of temper I struck her in 
the neck with a whip, wounding her badly. .... At night I brought every- 
body together and gave them the following lecture: we are in a difficult 
situation ... I am just a human carcass, and the episode of the little mare 
proves that at some moments I have lost control; that will be modified ... 
The essence is to be more revolutionary and set the example.”> No mat- 
ter how ruthless the 2 « © native is with others, he is more ruthless still 
with himself. He truly wants to be worthy: not as a calculated ploy to 
enhance his power over others but as a simple offering of himself to 
them. The problem arises when he feels he has to hunt them down to be 
able to do this. To this native his own feelings are so immediate, direct, 
and alive that he takes it for granted that everyone sees things as he does. 
If they don’t, it’s obviously a case of bad faith on their part. 

The  ¢ © native is a simple person, a naive person, who lacks the 
mental equipment for guile or duplicity; he suffers too many pangs of 
conscience and guilt, he fears falling short of his ideal. But he also often 
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lacks the objectivity needed to approach other people rather than shove 
himself at them: “Here Iam! Take it or leave it!” He becomes too eas- 
ily trapped in his own viewpoint, cut off from the sensibilities of others 
and the realities of the situation, and thus he is prone to distorted or wish- 
ful thinking: “ ... the peasant base is still not being formed, although it 
seems that through planned terror, we can neutralize most of them; sup- 
port will come later.”® Or, three months before his destruction: “The 
government is disintegrating rapidly; it is too bad we do not have 100 
more men at this moment.” 

The 2 & © native is sustained by his naive optimism. True, Che had 
once been on a retreat to the mountains with a handful of men that be- 
came the vanguard of a successful revolution. But then he was a lieuten- 
ant in the army of Fidel Castro and was riding on Castro’s luck (and cha- 
risma) rather than his own. For example, Castro was scrupulous in steer- 
ing clear of entangling alliances and commitments until after he had won 
his revolution (at which point, largely at Che’s instance, he allied himself 
with the communists). Che, on the other hand, had no sooner arrived in 
Bolivia than he split the local communist party with his tactless, impa- 
tient absolutism (? SR) thereby making enemies who later betrayed him. 

The 2 ¢ © native (in contrast to the elongation) is not so much inter- 
ested in winning as he is in maintaining his integrity as an individual, in 
having proved himself worthy; and he emphasizes his point with a self- 
sacrifice. If the world does not respond to his offering, or rejects it, then 
that’s the world’s fault. Che could have grown fat on the usufructs of the 
Cuban revolution, but he sought his satisfaction in struggle rather than in 
victory. 2 ¢ © has good intentions, but also a myopic pride or petulance 
which can lead the native to stray along the road to hell. Che intended 
his life to be a bold statement, and in this he certainly succeeded: 
greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
Sriends. 
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The Dark Side of Jupiter 
PRIER WINTLE 


OR MOST of my astrological life I have dutifully accepted ¥ in 
the orthodox way as the greater Benefic. 1 have seen him, as 
most modern Western astrologers do, as the very essence of a 
good chap, bringing us luck, comfortable circumstances, cheer- 
fulness, and frequently money too. True, he had a serious, responsible 
side as well, for he governed the development of our moral sense. 
Through the sign % and his natural House, the 9"", he gave the stimulus 
to philosophy and all deeper thought about the nature and meaning of 
things. And he liked travel too, for nothing broadens the mind as much as 
the sight of far off hills and knowing how the other chap lives on the 
other side of the world. I was disappointed that as far as I could see he 
hadn’t been very evident or active in my own life but I never doubted 
that he was basically a good guy—definitely someone whose acquaint- 
anceship and favors were worth cultivating. 

The only thing that always mystified me a bit was the pervasive tradi- 
tion that in the distant past he had been more powerful than he appeared 
to be now. Nowadays the money barons run the world’s affairs, appar- 
ently without any serious opposition from anyone else, and the Lords and 
Nobility of both Church and State, }’s traditional representatives, have 
had to defer to them. How could that have come about? Was it simply 
that 4 didn’t stay long enough in each sign, like 4 and the outer planets 
do, to make his influence really stick there? But hadn’t that always been 
the case? 

Over the past couple of years a possible new light has begun to dawn 
on me. I have begun to wonder if 4 is not really just as powerful and 
influential as ever he was, only we are missing it because of our insis- 
tence on regarding him just as the Greater Benefic, the celestial counter- 
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poise to that horrible guy », the Greater Malefic, who brings us all the 
sadness, coldness, limitation and sadistic cruelty we experience in the 
world. There has to be an opposite and antidote to all that, we feel, and it 
is of course true that 4’s aspects do produce a very different feel from 
+,’s, But is that really all there is to him? 

Strangely enough, attempts to see % himself in a more favorable light 
are not uncommon. Dark portrayals of him as the selfish, unfeeling har- 
binger of inevitable disaster and disappointment are watered down and 
one sees articles with titles like “Saturn is Your Friend” or “There’s a 
Right Time for an Ending to Everything.” With o it goes even further, 
of course. Forget about blood, pain and cruelty—he’s the chap who gives 
you that final burst of energy that takes you to the top of Everest. And 
there’s some truth in it! If you didn’t have Saturnine dampers on your 
piano you’d only get a confused jumble of sound and never hear the mu- 
sic’s real melody and harmony, and a sharp Martian word now and then 
can stop a lot of nonsense and get things clarified and moving. But 
strangely enough I’ve never yet seen a description of @ as the selfish, 
self-satisfied little pudding she unquestionably sometimes can be, and as 
for 4—everyone adores him and counts up his aspects like money in the 
bank! 

But let’s think for a moment—really just stop and think. 

Everyone knows about totalitarian government. Secret police and 
courts, interrogations, ‘confessions’ induced by torture, and the use of 
brainwashing and drugs to manipulate people and change their beliefs 
and opinions are all part and parcel of totalitarian political control, 
whether of the Far Right or Far Left variety. So are long periods of in- 
carceration in prisons, concentration camps and labor camps. It is all so 
well documented nowadays that we have almost come to take it for 
granted. But of course we associate it all with the planetary bad boys, % 
for prisons, especially solitary confinement and starvation rations, B for 
mass brutality and indifference to human suffering like that practiced by 
the Japanese in their prisoner of war camps, and ¥ and X for drugs that 
alter mental processes and the new secret microwave radiations that in- 
duce mental confusion and irritability and interfere with the ability to 
concentrate. %, the planetary go-between and jack-of-all-trades, is of 
course also involved just as he is in everything else that goes on any- 
where, for one has to be clever to get on, even in totalitarian states, 
where one has to know how to take avoiding action when the political 
wind changes. 

Very few people would associate 4 with any of it. After all, he stands 
for freedom and openness, the very antithesis of it all, doesn’t he? 

But wait a minute. 

Who started all the big religions going—all those movements that 
demand selfless dedication, sincerity and faith, and stress moral values 
above all? Wasn’t that 4¥? And wasn’t there something totalitarian 
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called the Inquisition set up in Spain a few hundred years ago at the be- 
hest of the Roman Catholic Church? 

It is true that ¥ also plays an important role in the total, complex phe- 
nomenon of religion, particularly when he can collaborate with B, who 
can very effectively inject a fanatical element into the process. ¥ himself 
is the planet of the irrational and mystical and as such he naturally gov- 
ems the feeling side of religion, the Piscean side. You certainly won’t 
find a great religion without this side to it, and in itself it constitutes an 
enormous potential lever for influencing people—one that can be ma- 
nipulated to devastating effect by those who coldly know how to do it 
and are unscrupulous enough to use what they know. You only have to 
think of those big Christian revivalist meetings in the open air or in 
enormous tents. Those who run them know exactly how and what to 
preach and when to start a hymn or chorus, but they themselves remain 
as cold as ice and totally in control of themselves. If they didn’t the 
whole meeting would dissolve into chaos. 

But don’t make the mistake of thinking 
they are the whole story. They are simply 
the organized emotional hysteria. Religion 
itself has to have some coherent belief 
system at its core-something of 4, % and 
the 9" house. The specific form it takes 
differs from religion to religion, but in 
some form it has to be there for the 
emotional element to be able to develop 
and wrap itself around it. 

The core of all religion is Jupiterian. 

By that I don’t mean something dry 
and soulless. That’s not 4. But 4 does govern what men and women 
think about, what they believe, or what thoughts they believe in. The 
mutable sign ~, which ¥ rules, is, potentially at least, the profound 
thinking complement of the intellectual but comparatively superficial 
sign II, ruled by ¥. Through it people try to understand what life is all 
about and what their own relation is to the power or powers behind it. 
The thinking aspect of the religious urge is an absolutely fundamental 
urge in mankind. 

But put your antennae up when you begin to get definitions of what is 
right and what not right to believe in—that is, dogma! Then you can 
smell a rat. It is the first clue to the dark side of 4. 

Of course it is all too easy to say someone else is doing it. Good old 
freedom-loving 4 couldn’t be the guilty party, could he? It must be 
horning in from @ with his ecclesiastical courts and his canon law and 
the inquisition. We all know 4 wants us to think and philosophize as 
freely as we can. 

Unfortunately it almost certainly isn’t so. 
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Let us remember first of all that 4 has never been a democrat. Never. 
He used to be top dog among all the Gods. As Zeus in Greece he laid 
down the law from Mount Olympus, throwing thunderbolts at people he 
didn’t like. And he allowed himself the seigniorial right to have affairs 
with young ladies on the side, sometimes disguised as a bull, or occa- 
sionally going so far as to turn the young woman into a swan or a tree as 
he did with Leda and Daphne. 

But then from the 6" Century BC onwards his authority apparently 
began to wane. It was slowly at first but in the last two centuries before 
the Christian era Middle Eastern messianic religions got under way and 
classical religion, led by 4, went into rapid decline. It looked like a seri- 
ous defeat and eclipse of all he stood for. No one believes nowadays that 
there is a ruler among the planets; or if they do they think it must be the 
©, following the diktat of modern astronomy that we live in a heliocen- 
tric, not a geocentric, system. But in the old view of things Apollo the O 
God was actually on a lower rung of the ladder than 4 and had to obey 
him. Surely ¥ must have quite an acid taste in his mouth about his fall 
from that exalted state! 

The only question is whether it was really quite all it appeared to be 
on the surface. Could there possibly have been something that might 
today be called ‘disinformation’ involved? Is it conceivable that he 
could have decided to run things in a new way in the coming Piscean 
Age? 

I am suggesting that he has been just as strong as ever throughout the 
whole of the last 2,000 Piscean years, by means of masterly use of relig- 
ion. He rules the moral sense, our sense of right and wrong, and a most 
potent way to influence people if you don’t simply want to make your 
own rules and enforce them openly is to pontificate about what they 
ought to do. And of course religion is the natural and obvious vehicle for 
that. You just tell them it is their one and only ticket to Heaven. It is 
what the Roman Catholic Church has always done! and it is what the 
Born Again Christians do all the time nowadays. Give them half a 
chance and they’ll burn all your astrological books, citing Acts 19: 18-19 
as their authority: 


18. And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their 
deeds. 

19. Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books to- 
gether, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of 


them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 
King James version of the Bible 


' Can anyone imagine anything more obviously Jupiterian than the Roman 
Catholic priestly vestments? 
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T IS NECESSARY to undertake a brief review of Piscean his- 
tory in order to reveal 4 directing the course of events from be- 
ginning to end without room for doubt or cavil. I'll make it as 
short as possible. 
At first, as we have seen, it looked as though he was out of the pic- 
ture. The Romans fought their wars and extended their empire and the 
Christian religion got started and was periodically persecuted. People 
didn’t realize what a new egg that religion—that sort of moralizing relig- 
ion—really was. But then by the 3 Century AD a quite definite new 
international phenomenon gradually becomes noticeable. The vast ma- 
jority of major wars in Europe come to center about religion! 
Constantine’s battle of the Milvian Bridge in 306 AD, in which he de- 
feated the considerably larger army of Maxentius, by having his soldiers 
paint on their shields the Sign of the Cross, together with the words Jn 
hoc signo vinces’, was probably the watershed. He claimed to have seen 
the sign and the words in the clouds at a moment when his army’s morale 
was at it lowest. Whether he did or not, it worked. So following his vic- 
tory he went on to establish Christianity as the official religion of the 
Roman Empire and he himself presided at a series of papal conferences 


° 


iS 


that established official doctrine, which he then made legally binding on 
all Roman subjects, lay as well as ecclesiastical. 
The religious organization he set up survived the fall of Rome itself 
as a secular state. When the Germanic barbarians overthrew the Western 
half of the Empire its various provinces became es 
quasi-independent states but they still all — a4 
acknowledged the spiritual authority of the Pope NY 
in the Vatican in Rome. And that was what 

counted. Kings could come and go but the Pope 

was the Vicar of Christ, who was eternal. 

Then in the 7" Century AD another spiritual power, initiated by Mo- 
hammed, appeared. (Remember that ¥ is a double-bodied sign.) Mo- 
hammed’s followers rapidly overran and unified all the lands to the south 
and east of the Mediterranean so the Pope had to bestir himself. In the 
10" Century he declared a crusade and all the lands to the west and north 
rallied around him. And then for nearly three centuries there was con- 
tinuing war between the Christian and Mohammedan versions of how 
one should love and honor God. Woe betides you if you got mixed up on 
one side or the other and weren’t toeing the line! 

In the 14" and 15" Centuries there was a short respite. The Renais- 
sance saw a reflowering of secular art, letters, and even the beginnings of 
science. But the compulsive preoccupation with religion soon reasserted 
itself. Rumblings of discontent with secularized, art-patron popes fes- 
tered within the Church itself and revolts nearly got under way under 


? “In this Sign thou conquerest’ 
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Huss in Bohemia and Wycliffe in England. And then the Reformation 
finally did break out in earnest in the early 16" Century under Luther and 
Calvin. It led to continual war between the Catholics and Huguenots 
(Protestants) in France throughout the 16” Century, the complete de- 
struction of the enlightened kingdom of Heidelberg early in the 17" Cen- 
tury, and then the appalling Thirty Years War 
between the Protestant North and Catholic South of 
Germany, which reduced the German population 
from 16-million to 6-million by the middle of that 
century. 

One would have thought that would have been enough to make peo- 
ple stop and think, but not a bit of it. We next had the English revolution 
in the 1640’s and 50’s between the Church of England royalists support- 
ing King Charles I and the Puritans under Cromwell. That struggle ini- 
tially ended with the capture of Charles and his subsequent beheading, 
but then in 1661 there was a restoration of the monarchy under Charles IT 
so the Puritans set off by ship for America where they counted on being 
able to enforce their rigid religious views—in freedom! 

And that’s just what they did. The next 2% centuries were the mis- 
sionary period. There had to be a whiteout of the Red Indians, who must 
be controlled, civilized and above all converted. The new cowboy set- 
tlers were going to bring their cows and start regular farming life with 
Bibles in their hands to give them a sense of mission and justify all they 
did. And it wasn’t only in America. European or Western civilization 
gradually became the dominant world force and missionaries went out 
everywhere. The same zeal that had inspired crusaders was at work, 
backed as then by all the contemporary military know-how. The crusad- 
ers had built castles everywhere from which they could look down upon 
and rule whole tracts of land, much as } used to do from Mount Olym- 
pus, and the modern colonizing missionaries built forts as they carved up 
Africa, India, Burma, Indo-China and the East Indies into separate na- 
tional colonies and spheres of influence. is a long-distance travel sign, 
and exploration and map-making flourished as never before. But always 
the Bible was the excuse, an excuse to exploit opium and other drugs in 
China, cotton in India, sugar in the West Indies, and everything else that 
could make money, for they knew they were obeying God’s command- 
ment, bringing civilization, medicine, education and above all the knowl- 
edge of the One True God to a benighted world. See Mark 16: 15-16. 


15. And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature. 
16. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 


not shall be damned. 
King James version of the Bible. See also Matthew 28: 19-20 


Is it possible to doubt }’s sincerity? 
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OME THIRTY years ago the Astrological Lodge of London 

held a notable debate to uphold or defeat the following motion: 
y This House regrets that Aries is a boor, Leo is a prig, and Sag- 

ittarius is a cad. Of course, despite their connection, we cannot 
simply identify 4 and ~. ~ is thinner and rangier. But % undoubtedly 
can be a cad. He seems to be totally insensitive to the possibility of an- 
other person’s sensitive feelings. He can walk into a room where there is 
someone who is feeling upset and come out with just the most inappro- 
priate comment imaginable. He'll look amazed and laugh or try to brush 
it off if you attempt to say anything. He’s such a bright, outgoing, extro- 
vert-sort of chap that empathy doesn’t seem to enter into his makeup at 
all. And % women are just the same. 

And \ is somewhat similar. He’s always confident that he must be 
right. His jokes are usually painfully trite and obvious, and he laughs 
uproariously at them, but if you don’t laugh too he thinks you’ve got no 
sense of humor. He’s usually popular because he’s usually well off, and 
he may make a donation to a psychotherapeutic clinic, but don’t go to a 
Jupiterian personally for psychotherapy. He’ ll just try to jolly you out of 
it, and get bemused or impatient if you don’t respond, And many brands 
of Christians are the same in my experience, particularly the Born Again 
brand. They ask you with intrusive assuredness on your first meeting, in 
a bus or on a train or at a party, whether or not you are ‘saved’. And they 
won't be shaken off, for they know they have a Divine Right and duty to 
grab you and worry you until you give in or reject them—in which case 
you are damned! They are going to be overcomers and sit with Christ in 
his throne and live and reign with him for a thousand years.’ So you and 
I are fair game because we are going to have to be doing what we are 
told — that is, what they tell us! 

And that was precisely the spirit in which the colonizing Christian 
Europeans conquered the benighted non-Christians in the Northern, 
Southern, Eastern and Western parts of the world, or wherever else they 
met them. 

But now, of course, we have reached the cuspal period of another pre- 
cessional sign change. The world is moving slowly out of the sign }, 
into #. Whether or not we are actually in ~ yet is a moot point. It de- 
pends on the Ayanamsa* you believe in. But certainly we are getting the 
feel of the new age already. What will 4 do now? 


* To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne (Revelation 3:21). 
..-and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years (Revelation 20:4). 

* Sign change date. 
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Figure 1: L. Ron Hubbard 
02:01 AM CST (08:01 AM GMT), 13 March 1911 
Tilden, TX: 42N03, 97W50 
(Source: from him to Doris Doane) 


Well, it certainly doesn’t mean that he’ll give up working through 
religion. He knows perfectly well that he is onto far too good a thing 
there to do that. But there will be new developments, and if we take the 
trouble I think we can already spot the signs. 

Iam not talking about the ‘New Age’ religions. It is true that you can 
be invited out to a meal nowadays and hear grace said to “Our dear Fa- 
ther-Mother God.”* And peripatetic deputations of religious dignitaries 
periodically arrive and receive publicity as they set up “Peace Poles’ on 
prominent landmarks like Cape Town's Table Mountain. Later on the 
Born Again Christians chop them down. These are pleasant enough 
things but they don’t really have mass support outside the circles of 
women aged 45 and upwards who make up 90% of the membership of 
most contemporary New Age groups*. 


5 This is an interesting manifestation of 4’s double-bodied sign #, but even sol 
think that on the whole he himself prefers to remain singular and male. 

© It is true, however, that in the 1920’s Mrs. Annie Besant and Bishop C. W. 
Leadbeater of the Theosophical Society (a movement that was much stronger 
then than it is now) touted a young boy named Krishnamurti as the Messiah for 
the New Age. A fund was set up for him that grew to very considerable propor- 
tions and a great deal of popular interest and expectancy was aroused. At his 
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There is one group, however, which may be more significant. In 
1950 L. Ron Hubbard (© X{ with % rising, see Figure 1), till then mainly 
known as a science fiction writer, published a book call Dianetics, the 
Modern Science of Mental Health. \t became a best seller and resulted in 
a movement developing that eventually came to be called The Church of 
Scientology. It claims to be a scientific religion. It is very possible that 
X{ may have a hand in it, as of course he also has in science fiction. And 
rules =, the sign we are now entering. Scientology has survived and is 
growing, despite a lot of opposition and abuse from psychiatrists and the 
official mental health industry generally. It attracts men as well as 
women. It has learnt to attract money too, which may be a sign that 4 is 
interested in it. Remember how the Roman Catholic Church was by far 
the richest organization in the world throughout the Middle Ages. 

\e4ep) UT THERE IS something else that has been in existence for far 

KB longer and that is far more important that we all know about but 

) G2 don’t think about in this connection because at first sight it 

maa) doesn’t look like religion. In fact it seems to be a break with 
religion. 

It all started with the French Revolution in 1789 with its rallying cry 
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity.” 

The revolutionary commune forbade religion and set up a temple in 
Paris to the Goddess of Reason. The Pope was captured and executed. 
Science and the human intellect were deified and established as the final 
arbiters of everything. 

But then the revolutionary government drowned itself in an orgy of 
executions, using the newly invented, efficient guillotine for the purpose. 
Everyone shivered in terror until finally a little artillery corporal named 
Napoleon, who had risen to be supreme General of the Army, was of- 
fered an imperial crown by government officials at the behest of his 
troops, which he accepted. He restored the Pope (that is, a new one) and 
for the time being that was the end of that. 

But the idea didn’t die. Communism went on simmering just below 
the establishment political surface, and continued to do so all through the 
19" Century. In 1848 there was an outbreak of Communist revolutions 
all over Europe but they were all suppressed within the year. Then in 
1870 a new commune was set up in Paris after the defeat and deposition 
of the Emperor Napoleon III in the Franco-Prussian war of that year. But 


announced coming of age ceremony Krishnamurti unfortunately doused it all by 
refusing to assume his Messiahship. See Ken Gillman’s article ‘Jiddu Krishna- 
murti’ in Considerations XIII: 3. 

7 You could hardly get anything more free and Jupiterian sounding than that, but 
note the Aquarian flavor of it too. 
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once again it was suppressed and a more or less orthodox, respectable, 
bourgeois French Republic was set up in its stead. But then came 1917. 

At one of the tensest, most critical moments in the middle of the 1" 
World War of 1914-18 over a hundred Russian Communist revolutionar- 
ies who had been living in America (not yet at war with Germany) were 
allowed by the German government to land and travel in a sealed train 
right across Germany to the Russian frontier, to foment revolution in 
Russia, Trotsky was among them. Lenin, with the further connivance of 
the Germans, arrived on a separate train from Switzerland. Stalin, at the 
time in exile in Siberia, quickly joined them. The revolution succeeded 
and the Czar was deposed, and later on murdered, In October 1917 Lenin 
took charge definitively and this time the revolution stuck, for the next 
seventy years. 

Now before we go on to consider what happened to religion in Russia 
after 1917 let us be clear about one thing. Communism is not a Jupite- 
rian phenomenon. It is a Uranian one. 

The French Revolution broke out only eight years after Sir William 
Herschel discovered X in 1781. In addition, as has proved to be charac- 
teristic of all the newly discovered or rediscovered planets in modern 
times, had begun to exercise his influence already in the fifty years or 
so before his discovery—he was behind the colossal, world-transforming 
development known as the Industrial Revolution. ¥ and P. too began to 
stir things and impress their characteristic signatures upon world events 
years before they were discovered by telescope. And because none of 
the planets lives in a vacuum anything any one of them begins to do im- 
mediately begins to affect all the others; who will react. None of them is 
going to sit down placidly with his or her nose out of joint. They all 
want a piece of the world pie and they’re jolly well going to have it, ei- 
ther alone or by arranging and dividing things with one or more of the 
others. To put it plainly, the planets are simply the Gods, as these were 
so brilliantly described in the ancient Greek myths. And they would all 
really like to be top dog, especially ever since 4 hasn’t been so obviously 
occupying that position for the past two and a half thousand years. 

All | am suggesting here is that 4 hasn’t been as absent as everyone 
thought. 

In Communist Russia, as in Paris in 1789, religion was, if not com- 
pletely suppressed, at least rigidly controlled. All proselytism was for- 
bidden and the priests and other functionaries of the Russian Orthodox 
Church became for the most part government appointees. The Commu- 
nists thought they had everything well in hand. It was supposed to be 
totally objective and scientific on streamlined Uranian lines. During the 
19" Century the rather naive idealism of the French revolutionaries had 
been honed and refined and a scientific investigation of economics and 
history had been carried out by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels in the 
library of the British Museum in London. Now we were to have the full- 
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scale political application of all this to bring about a materialist Utopia 
on Earth. 

What went wrong? 

The strange thing was that it wasn’t the end of religion. For Commu- 
nism itself began to take on many of the characteristics of a religion. 

First and foremost, no free questioning of the basic teaching was ever 
to be allowed. It became a dogma, as rigid a dogma as anything ever 
enforced by the Catholic Church in 16" Century Spain at the time of the 
Inquisition under Torquemada. In fact the new government set up its 
own terrifying inquisition, the NKVD, the secret police. One had to be a 
faithful Communist, a dedicated Communist, an unquestioning Commu- 
nist. Otherwise one found oneself sent to a labor camp or ‘liquidated’. 
Everyone shivered in fear of being called in with no notice whatever to 
be interrogated about one’s conscience. Marxist university professors 
had to be as rigidly orthodox as Catholic theologians. It wasn’t Science 
as we think of it, as knowledge and free investigation, which was being 
applied here. ‘Science’ was penetrating into the inner man or woman, 
trying to control belief itself, mutating into ¥’s sphere. George Orwell, a 
once dedicated but later disillusioned Communist himself, gives a terrify- 
ing description of the process in his novel /984. The system has come to 
be called Big Brother as it watches over and pries into the most intimate 
details of the lives of all its citizens. Even a new language, Newspeak, 
has been devised, to make it impossible henceforth even to think hereti- 
cal thoughts. And in true Catholic vein, the police department is known 
as The Ministry of Love. 


\mmm) ON’T worry; I am going to produce some charts in a moment to 
NY P demonstrate unequivocally the factual, astrological basis of eve- 
Ay) rything I have been saying so far. But first of all I want to re- 
ibs mind readers of one other phenomenon that we all know about 
in connection with the political developments of the past 20" Century but 
which we probably haven’t thought about in religious terms. 
Communism has not been the sole movement stirring things and dis- 
turbing the status quo everywhere. Far from it. Almost from the word 
go, and certainly within five years of its taking power in Russia in 1917, 
it has been opposed by the movement we know as Fascism or, in its most 
extreme form, as Nazism. Mussolini marched on Rome and took power 
in Italy in 1922, establishing the first Fascist state. Hitler became Chan- 
cellor of Germany in December 1933, three years after the discovery of 
P in 1930. Basically, the Nazi-Fascist movement is a P phenomenon for 
P, just like X, began to stir up things thirty or more years before his ac- 
tual discovery by telescope. Ethnic nationalism began to be a force to be 
reckoned with from the earliest years of the 20" Century and it was given 
concrete expression in the Treaty of Versailles at the end of World War I 
when the old Austro-Hungarian Empire was divided up into a plethora of 
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little national states, all of which immediately began to seethe with dis- 
content at the boundaries arbitrarily assigned to them and the different 
linguistic and racial populations included within them. Such a state of 
affairs was the inevitable breeding ground for a new political movement; 
so naturally it appeared. You could say that had deliberately set it up. 

Now we all know about the awfulness of Nazism-Fascism and the 
horrors of the concentration camps, and so on. It was all supposed to 
have been squashed at the end of World War II. | shall demonstrate later 
in this article when I come to deal with the Pan-Arab nationalism that it 
is actually very far from squashed. It merely goes by another name today, 
and is more explicitly religious. But even during the twelve years of Hit- 
ler’s rule Nazism was really a religion. Just as a true Communist had to 
be a Communist believer, so a true Nazi had to be a Nazi believer. So 
here once again, I suggest, we are really dealing with the hidden, or dark 
side of 4. Now let us look at some charts to see if this is so. 

It is fairly easy to demonstrate my thesis where Nazism is concerned 
because accurate birth charts are available for most of the Nazi leaders. It 
is more difficult with Communism as birth times, and even birth dates, 
are disputed, but I believe sufficient data exist for me to make my case. 
Let readers decide. 

I begin with Nazi charts. 

The hatred that Nazis and Communists felt for each other was obvi- 
ous between 1941 and 1945 when the two were openly at war but it had 
existed long before that. Communists and German nationalists had 
clashed perpetually in the streets of Germany ever since the end of World 
War I. And there were similar nationalist movements in Hungary and 
Rumania, and also in Spain. In Spain they clashed in open civil war in 
the mid-1930s till the Communists were defeated and the nationalist 
General Franco assumed power. 

When Hitler came to power in Germany in December 1933 he 
seemed like a middle- or late-comer on the scene. The sturm und drang 
had been going on ever since the armistice of November 1918. But his 
movement always had something about it that made it the identikit model 
of right-wing nationalism. Mussolini’s Fascist movement may have 
come to power eleven years earlier but essentially it was a down-to-earth, 
pragmatic movement, typically expressed in such slogans as “The trains 
will run on time.” Mussolini tidied up the chaos that Italy was experienc- 
ing in the aftermath of war. Nazism, by contrast, was always idealist. Its 
ethos was expressed by a core of philosophical writers who felt and ex- 
perienced it as a way of life and belief instead of merely a vade mecum 
for present day problems. Joseph Goebbels’ novel Joseph and Alfred 
Rosenberg’s massive Myth of the 20" Century are essential reading for 
anyone wishing to get the feel of this ethos. Both works elevated Ger- 
manism into a religious ideal that called for and justified any and every 
extreme of personal self-sacrifice. 
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It is a Plutonian ethos, and what P always insists on, in contradistinc- 
tion from all other political movements, is the cult of the leader. Nazism 
explicitly rejected all forms of liberalism—that is, the search for the jus- 
tification for government at grass roots level, among the people. It de- 
clared that Nature naturally produces leaders. These have a natural right 
to rule and the people instinctively recognize them and wish to follow 
and obey them. And they take and bear responsibility. Liberal govern- 
ments that claim to derive authority from below are actually merely 
evading responsibility, they say. These do what they want and exploit the 
nations they rule yet what they do can never be brought home to them. 
By contrast the Nazi leader assumes total responsibility. It was all plainly 
set forth in Adolf Hitler’s Mein Kampf’, written during his year in prison 
in 1923 following the failed Munich putsch he had led the year before. 

Adolf Hitler’s explicit name for 
himself was Der Fiihrer, The Leader. 
Every astrologer will at some time or 
other have seen a chart purporting to 
be his, almost invariably showing the 
sign ascending.” Doubts about this 
Ascendant have been voiced since 
very early, however, and of course 
especially since he initiated World 
War II. In a 1940 book entitled Work 
It Out for Yourself by the Dutch writer 
Nora Wydenbruck'? we read on pages 
106-107: 


In Germany it is a ‘secret de Polichinelle’ that the true hour of Hit- 
ler’s birth has been purposely concealed. The Fihrer believes in As- 
trology, and he does not like others prying into his private fastnesses. 
... There is an innate graciousness and harmony about Libra that is 
bound to be manifested somehow or other ... (and) ... with Hitler the 
Venusian influence should be doubly strong since his Sun is in Tau- 
rus, also a Venusian sign. So surely now, even those who until re- 
cently have misconstrued Hitler’s character should admit that his 
most likely ruler is not the gentle goddess of love, but Mars. 


For o’ we can now read B. In 1940 P had only been discovered ten 
years before and his rulership of Tl, Hitler’s true rising sign, had not yet 
been established as incontrovertibly as we know it today. 


8 My Struggle. 

° The official time for Adolf Hitler is 6:30 PM LMT at Braunau, Austria, which 
corresponds to 5:38 PM GMT. This gives an Ascendant of 26°43 =. Occasion- 
ally the ‘official’ time is given as 6:18 PM local time, giving an Ascendant of 
24°30" =. 

'° Originally published in early 1940 by Sidgwick & Jackson, London. 
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Figure 2 Adolf Hitler 
6 PM GMT (18:52 LMT), 20" April 1889 
Braunau, Austria: 48N15, 13E03 
(author’s suggestion as time of first breath) 


Innumerable ‘rectifications’ of Hitler’s birth time have been made and 
published over the years based on major events in his life and using dif- 
ferent systems of directions. One by Alexander Marr was published in 
Considerations over ten years ago. The latest we have is by Dr. Rumen 
Kolev'', using primary directions and confirming data given for Hitler by 
Wilhem Wulff, as astrologer who was compelled to do astrological work 
for the Nazi SS during World War II under direct orders of SS 
Reichsfiihrer Heinrich Himmler. He gives a birth time of 18:03:27 Mid- 
dle European Time (Wulff said 18:04), placing the Ascendant at 20° 03’ 
=. In my view, however, rectification based on events alone must always 
be checked by looking carefully at what the resulting chart reveals about 
the character and personal make up of the person being investigated. 
When this is done, as Nora Wydenbruck says, + charts do not work. Hit- 
ler disguised his chart by pushing back the birth time by twenty minutes 
to half an hour. His true chart has the first degree of Ml rising. 


'' Published in Primary Directions I, available from Dr Kole at Radko 
Dimitricv str. # 13 (ap. 3), Varna-9000, Bulgaria. 
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Everything then falls into place. Hitler was the archetypal Plutonian 
since P, his ruler, was conjoined with ¥ on the cusp of the 8" house (by 
equal house), his natural house. 

Moreover in a very important way this is a very revealing configura- 
tion. We need to realize that ¥ and B scem to have become allies to- 
wards the end of the 19" Century in self-defense to offset an enormously 
powerful - combination that had suddenly become a world take-over 
threat. In 1917, indeed, it was what finally enabled Communism to 
achieve power in Russia. As we have seen, on his own K had been too 
unconventional and ‘way out’ to make things stick. Consequently he’d 
had to witness all his previous Communist revolutions eventually col- 
lapse, from the landmark French Revolution of 1789 onwards. He 
needed an organizing genius beside him and the compact with + was that 
a rigid bureaucracy would be set up, fortified by direct links to a strati- 
fied police force and prison system. What resulted looked like a set-up 
destined to last a very long time. 

¥ and E combined strengths to oppose and counter it by building on 
what was essentially a Jupiterian foundation-religious enthusiasm. ¥ 
supplied the irrational, mystical element, the polar opposite of )’s scien- 
tific rationalism, and provided the fanaticism. And Nazism wasn’t the 
only movement that has manifested as a result of this. In recent times the 
Born Again Christians as well as the fanatical Islamic fundamentalists 
have been products of it. But Nazism expressed the very core of it, in 
direct opposition to }-)k Communism. 

Ever since the defeat of Hitler in 1945 commentators have been trying 
to explain how a nation as civilized and intellectual as Germany could 
possibly have succumbed to a primitive racial enthusiasm like Nazism 
and been prepared to sacrifice itself in a six-year war in support of it. It 
gave the Communist movement a terrible jolt’? and shook the whole 
world at the same time. And even today the idea is taking root again, as 
we see in Serbia under Milosevic as well as in the Pan Arab nationalism 
fostered and headed by Saddam Hussein.'? 


2 This was in spite of the very pronounced Plutonian elements in Stalin’s own 
make up that I shall deal with shortly. We must realize that none of the celestial 
alliances are totally exclusive. All the planets like to have a finger in as many 
earthly pics as possible. Thus Hitler too had an efficient Saturnian bureaucracy, 
and so does Saddam Hussein’s contemporary Islamic dictatorship. 

'3 It is worth mentioning that the celebrated German author Thomas Mann was 
very conscious of the irrational element in the German nationalist movement. 
He describes Nazism as a deliberate cult of the irrational in one episode of his 
novel Doctor Faustus. 

1am also conscious of the fact that some—perhaps many—readers may be feel- 
ing that my anthropomorphic portrayal of the planets as very human-like indi- 
viduals all elbowing each other for the top position is irrational too. “Are we to 
take this seriously?” they will ask. This is very understandable and I suggest to 
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With B and ¥ both in II Hitler became the archetypal hypnotic, spell- 
binding orator. His meetings were cunningly designed to manipulate irra- 
tional mass emotion—exactly the kind of thing Born Again Christians do 
today in their mass meetings, with chants, choruses and episodes of 
“speaking in tongues’ (gibberish). At Hitler’s public appearances groups 
of hard-core Nazis were strategically placed in the middle and at the back 
to whip up hysteria at preplanned moments. Once he had gained power 
squadrons of airplanes would periodically roar overhead and formations 
of troops would march past using the ceremonial goose-step. The effect 
upon the Germans was irresistible and even some Jewish writers have 
testified to a wave of self-loathing that he evoked in them as they lis- 
tened to his denunciations of Jewry. 

Obviously none of this can be described as genuinely Jupiterian. It 
was use of, or manipulation of, religious feeling, not religion itself. Nev- 
ertheless, \ is significantly placed in Hitler’s chart, near the 3 EH cusp 
very closely ¢ }. As far as the German people were concerned he was 
the teacher-leader who was going to bring new opportunities into all their 
lives. And for a time he actually did just that. Until war eventually broke 
out unemployment vanished and Germany thrived. Even Winston Chur- 
chill is on record as saying how he hoped that if ever his own country 
were to suffer as crippling a disaster as Germany had in 1918, a savior as 
indomitable as Hitler might arise to rescue her. Hitler spoke not fo the 
German people but for them. But 4 was in his Fall and the ) in her det- 
riment. His eventual effect upon Germany was disastrous. Hitler is the 
leader we all automatically think of whenever anyone speaks of Nazi 
Germany—and rightly so because he incarnated its Plutonian side. The 
deeper doctrinal, Jupiterian influence subtly working in it was actually 
expressed more directly by another figure however—perhaps an even 
more terrifying figure in the Nazi hierarchy. 


VERYONE KNOWS that the Nazis persecuted the Jews, and 
almost everyone knows that Hitler’s right-hand man for internal 
affairs, Reichsfthrer Heinrich Himmler, was in charge of it. He 
was in overall charge of all the concentration camps too, though 
according to Albert Speer, Hitler’s munitions minister, in his book Inside 
the 3” Reich’, they were usually smartened and cleaned up for his visits. 


anyone who feels this way that he or she should rephrase everything, saying 
simply, for example, that the Russian Communist regime combined Uranian and 
Saturnine features while the Nazi one was mainly Plutonian with some irrational 
elements strongly suggestive of ¥. This is the way astrologers have learnt to talk 
nowadays in our rational scientific age. I just still retain a personal preference 
for the old Greek way of looking at things when the Gods (planets) were not 
simply ‘influences’ but real beings capable of engaging in real wars and real 
love affairs. 

'* Published by Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 1970. 
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He personally didn’t like the sight of blood and was sick on one occasion 
when some splashed on his trousers. Other people, such as Hoess, the 
Commandant at Auschwitz, saw to the nitty gritty. But Himmler be- 
lieved totally in the necessity for it all. Note the placement of 4 exactly 
on the MC in his chart, only 2° away from his ruler \K, Yes, it shows his 
‘good fortune’ in achieving his high post, but it also shows that he re- 
garded his career as an ideal-in effect, as a religious duty—though the 
presence of )K indicates clearly enough that it would be a religious duty 
that broke with tradition. The fact that they both, with the Midheaven as 
well, are on the EH 11" cusp, very closely 4 o at the Descendant, further 
emphasizes the fact that he saw his career as his crowning objective in 
life, even though it meant violence and bloodshed, o’, for those ‘other 
people’. 


Figure 3 Heinrich Himmler 
3:30 PM MET (14:30 UT), 7" October 1900 
Munich, Germany: 48N08, 11E34 


In November 1943 Himmler gave a famous policy speech to SS lead- 
ers in Posen, Poland. A vital section of it is quoted by the German psy- 
choanalyst Alice Miller in her book For Your Own Good’. I reproduce it 
here in full. It says it all and requires reading and rereading: 


'5 Published by Faber & Faber, London, 1983. pp 79-80. 
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I shall speak to you here with all frankness 
about a very serious subject. We shall now 
discuss it absolutely openly among ourselves, 
nevertheless we shall never speak of it in public. 
I mean the evacuation of the Jews, the 
extermination of the Jewish people. It is one of 
those things which is easy to say. “The Jewish 
people are to be exterminated,” says every party 
member. “That's clear, it’s part of our program, 
elimination of the Jews, extermination, right, 
we'll do it.” And then they all come along, the 
eighty million upstanding Germans, and cach 
one has his decent Jew. Of course the others are 
swine, but this one is a first-class Jew. Of all those who talk like this, 
not one has watched [the actual extermination], not one has had the 
stomach for it. Most of you know what it means to see a hundred 
corpses lying together, five hundred, or a thousand. To have gone 
through this and yet—apart from a few exceptions, examples of hu- 
man weakness—to have remained decent, this has made us hard. This 
is a glorious page in our history that has never been written and never 
shall be written. 

The wealth which they [the Jews] had, we have taken from them. I 
have issued a strict command ... that this wealth is as a matter of 
course to be delivered in its entirety to the Reich. We have taken 
none of it for ourselves. Individuals who have violated this principle 
will be punished according to an order which I issued at the begin- 
ning and which warns: ‘Anyone who takes so much as a mark shall 
die.’ A certain number of SS men—not very many—disobeyed this 
order and they will die, without mercy. We had the moral right, we 
had the duty to our own people, to kill this people that wanted to kill 
us. But we have no right to enrich ourselves by so much as a fur, a 
watch, a mark, or a cigarette, or anything else. In the last analysis, be- 
cause we exterminated a bacillus we don’t want to be infected by it 
and die. I shall never stand by and watch even the slightest spot of 
rot develop and establish itself here. Wherever it appears, we shall 
burn it out together. By and large, however, we can say that we have 
performed this most difficult task out of love for our people. And we 
have suffered no harm from it in our inner self, in our soul, in our 
character. 


Alice Miller interprets this whole speech simply as an extreme exam- 
ple of a psychoanalytical phenomena known as “splitting off’, whereby 
one part of the psyche becomes detached from the rest and operates in- 
dependently. She writes: 


Page 80: Schooling oneself to be senselessly hard requires that all 
signs of weakness in oneself (including emotionalism, tears, pity, 
sympathy for oneself and others, and feelings of helplessness, fear 
and despair) be suppressed ‘without mercy.” 
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Page 81: People with any sensitivity cannot be turned into mass mur- 
derers overnight. But the men and women who carried out ‘the final 
solution’ did not let their feelings stand in their way for the simple 
reason that they had been raised from infancy not to have any feelings 
of their own but to experience their parents’ wishes as their own. 
These were people who, as children, had been proud of being tough 
and not crying, of carrying out all their duties ‘gladly’, of not being 
afraid—that is, at bottom, of not having an inner life at all. 


Of course there is some truth in this, but certainly not enough to ex- 
plain all of Nazism. A tradition of strict upbringing of children (includ- 
ing such slogans as ‘stiff upper lip’ and ‘boys don’t cry’) had been 
widely enforced for centuries and was particularly strong in a// European 
nations during the whole of the 19" Century'®. However, one only has to 
listen to recordings of speeches made by Hitler to perceive that emotion- 
ality as a whole or per se was very far from being totally forbidden and 
suppressed. They are frequently paroxysms of deliberately worked up 
emotion, and his listeners, the German people, enthusiastically identified 
with it. As I pointed out earlier, he spoke for them, not just to them. 

Nevertheless the fact that European nations have had a long tradition 
of inculcating discipline and self control is important. There does have to 
be some sort of socialized training already in being for a major religion— 
any major religion—to take hold. Some Middle Eastern, Indian and Afri- 
can religions do seem to have been little more than organized, socially 
sanctioned excuses for alcoholic, drug or sexual license, but all the Euro- 
pean religions for the past two thousand years and most Far Eastern ones 
have called for some degree of discipline and self-abnegation. In return 
they promise rewards, partly in a future life or state, but also, and vitally, 
in a sense of self worth and perception of higher values brought about 
precisely through the self-sacrifice and self-discipline called for. The 
attraction that Nazism and radical Communism exerted did not radically 
differ in this regard from that of Christianity or Islam. Both merely 
brought the whole process closer to present time and present world con- 
ditions. 

Religion in this sense is Jupiterian. It represents rulership and control 
through belief. In the cases of Nazism and Communism we merely see 
more clearly that it is manifesting the dark side of 4. 


34948 HAT NOW of charts relating to the religion of Communism, 


Ny Us Nazism’s deadliest enemy (besides the Jews!)? 
@ bs As I said earlier, it is more difficult to obtain reliable data 
y, 


s/S) for Russian Communists than it is for German Nazis, but just 
as the figure of Adolf Hitler has come to personify or encapsulate Na- 


‘© The emphasis on male suppression of emotion was less pronounced in Italy 
than in Britain and France. 
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zism in the universal consciousness today, so too does that of Josef Stalin 
encapsulate Communism when it was at its toughest and most terrifying, 
from the mid-1920s to the early fifties. In fact he might almost be said to 
be a more total Communist than Hitler was a total Nazi, for Hitler needed 
a Himmler to plan and carry out the extermination of six million Jews for 
him whereas Stalin himself ordered a series of purges of fellow Commu- 
nists, their families, friends and associates, between 1930 and 1940, 
which led to the deaths of thirty million of his fellow countrymen! Not 
even the Mongol Genghiz Khan could equal 
that record.'” 

According to Lois Rodden’s data service 
Josef Stalin was born in Gori, Tiflis, Russia 
(41N58, 44607) on 6" December 1878, Old 
Style Calendar, which corresponds to 18" 
December by the modern calendar'*, He 
falsified the date when applying for a forged 
passport but 6" December appears in KGB and 
Russian archives. 

The true time of birth is unknown and Lois 
Rodden mentions seven speculative charts. Of 
these possible times I personally favor a birth time of approximately 2:30 
AM LMT (corresponding to 11:33:32 AM GMT) that shows P exactly 
rising in 8, only 1° distant from exact -° o* on the 7" cusp, and 4 5° from 
the Midheaven in #¥ in the EH 9", exactly 0 ¥ in & in the 12". 
Everything we know about Stalin leaps to the eye as soon as one looks at 
this chart. And note how it combines the motifs of both Hitler and 
Himmler. \ is on the Midheaven, as with Himmler, so he rose to the top 
and considered it his religious right and duty to be there. Indeed with + 
and the MC in the 9" he took his role as theoretician and teacher very 


"7 Mao Tse Tung in China could, though. The purges that he ordered in China 
after the Communists assumed power in that country led to the death of sixty 
million Chinese. I have no birth data for him, unfortunately. 

‘ST should mention that the most frequently cited birth date for Stalin is 9" De- 
cember 1879, Old Style Calendar, corresponding to 21 December, New Style. 
Occasionally one sees 2™' January 1880, which seems to be based on a misun- 
derstanding that the 21 December date was still Old Style. Thus a double read- 
justment to New Style has been made in this case. 

While engaged on my first draft for this article I considered a number of the 
charts that various authors had proposed for both these dates and experienced a 
good deal of puzzlement and frustration as nothing seemed to fit Stalin’s known 
character and CV. One chart for 3:30 AM on 2™ January 1880 actually showed a 
smiling @ rising! For a few staggered and staggering moments I wondered if it 
was revealing something awesome to me about the Dark Side of Venus! It was 
only when Lois Rodden’s data service revealed the true date as 6" December 
1878 that the fearsome dilemma was resolved. 
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Figure 4: Josef Stalin 
2:30 AM LMT (11:33:32 AM GMT), 18" December 1878 
Gori, Georgia, Russia: 41N58, 44E07 


seriously and wrote a series of long tomes on capitalism and commu- 
nism, following in the steps of Marx and Engels, all of which were duti- 
fully translated into English and other languages and made available to 
the West via the Communist book service in Moscow. But with 4 ex- 
actly O ¥ in the 12" there was always an element of tongue-in-cheek or 
secret agenda about it all. And that applied to his own people as well as 
to nations abroad. At home he hankered after the status of Holy Man, 
and by skilful application of censorship and silencing critics and oppo- 
nents he almost completely achieved it. X, the ruler and originator of 
Communism, is in the 4" (by Equal House) 4 ¥, so he established his 
home country, Russia, as the world home of Communism. is other- 
wise very weakly aspected, however, so by and large Communism was 
walled in and only did what it was told there. Note how the 5" house ) is 
closely 0 % in the 8". Anyone of ‘the people’ who took a chance and 
talked too much soon discovered that talking was a lethal occupation. 
But the true key to the personality of the man was of course that P ris- 
ing ¢ &. 4 on the 11" cusp is * B and 4 o’ so he established himself and 
made his government stable and secure by means of remorseless cruelty, 
not merely to actual opponents but to anyone he could think of who 
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might become an opponent’. In this he naturally resembles Hitler who 
is also on record as having said that it wasn’t enough just to eliminate 
and execute an opponent unless you afterwards also executed all those 
who mourned his passing. Yet there is a difference, nevertheless. Hitler 
was the archetypal Plutonian because P was his ruler, placed with ¥ in 
the 8" house, and he deliberately preached the Plutonian doctrine of eth- 
nic purity and ‘might is right’. Stalin didn’t talk about that—he just did 
it. So eventually he proved that Hitler was right by defeating him in bat- 
tle. 

If I have been right in selecting this particular birth time, and this 
genuinely is Stalin’s correct birth chart, then the placement of } in it on 
the Midheaven in the equal-house 9” supports my thesis that \ is still 
playing a leading role in controlling world affairs, selecting and influenc- 
ing leaders and leading populations by the nose by determining what 
they will believe in. And he has done it all for the last 2,500 years, since 
he supposedly retired from Mount Olympus, without anyone being any 
the wiser! It has taken all that time for the penny to drop! Did you think 
it was only ¥ that did that sort of thing? No wonder ¥ did such a good 
job deputizing for ¥ as ruler of before that outer planet’s rediscovery in 
the 19" Century. 

Readers should decide whether or not I have made a good case for 
this being the correct Stalin chart. In my own mind there can be little 
doubt of it. 


To be continued 


'° I recently discovered a telling confirmation of the placement of B on the As- 
cendant of Stalin’s chart in a copy of the NCGR Journal for 1991 that a friend 
kindly sent to me. One of the articles in it, by Jacob Schwartz, is about the re- 
vival of interest in and yearning for Astrology in Russia, following Gorbachev’s 
Perestroika policy that reopened that country to full communion with the rest of 
the world. I quote Schwartz: 

To the amazement of many, the Stalin government sponsored an astrological 

meeting in 1929, and with most of Soviet astrology assembled in one place, 

destroyed it! The delegates were told they were being taken to lunch, boarded 

buses at the hotel, and were never seen again. 

You couldn’t get anything much more Plutonian than that. 

?° 4 word of caution is in order here. Configurations like those in the charts of 
Hitler, Himmler and Stalin are not totally unique. o” & B occurs every two years 
and 4G ¥ every thirteen or fourteen years. # » PB is more rare, but when it occurs 
it characterizes a whole generation. Why then do I emphasize them so much in 
my delineation of these three charts? It is of course because, due to the fact that 
they were natural leaders, they had unlimited opportunity to express these as- 
pects. Many people long to do the things they did, but are not in a life position to 
do so. So they just support such leaders. 
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NATAL astrologer, when asked a question by a client, need not 
waffle on about tendencies, potentials and transformations, but 
can give a clear and honest reply to worrying problems, if only 
he would take time to follow the methods described in these 
articles. 
A good astrologer draws up a chart for the moment the question is 
fully understood. 
The querent, or questioner, is then identified on the chart as the As- 
cendant and the planet ruling the sign on its cusp, and partly by the ). 
The quesited, the person or matter asked about, is identified on the 
chart by the house ruling it. For instance, a partner is shown by the sev- 
enth house and the planet ruling the sign on its cusp; a pet is shown by 
the sixth house; your lost article by the second house. It can sometimes 
take thought to identify the category into which the substance of your 
question falls (see my first installment in Considerations XV:2). 
The symbols of the querent and quesited are called the main significa- 
tors. 


EXT, one considers whether the chart is “fit to be judged.” 

If fewer than 3° of a sign ascends it is unreliable; usually it is 
too early to give an answer. Also, if more than 27° of a sign as- 
cends it is unreliable, unless the querent’s age tallies with that 

number. 

If the ) is in the later degrees of a sign, especially in I, Ml and 4, 
where it is weak, or if it is in the Via Combusta (15° = to 15° TM), the 
chart is unreliable. 

If the ) is Void of Course—that is, if it makes no aspect to a planet or 
to ® from its present position to the end of the sign—the chart can be 
judged but no action can be taken, because the ) shows action, and it is 
pointing nowhere. However, if the main significators are strong and well 
placed you can judge the outcome by them instead. 

If the Void of Course ) is in 6, & or } it can sometimes perform by 
carrying its aspect into the next sign. 

If the astrologer asks the question, he is shown by the first house like 
anyone else, but if somebody else asks him the question, the astrologer is 
represented by the seventh house. Therefore, if that cusp is attacked by 
malefics (% or &) or its ruler is in the sign of its Fall or in the terms of 4 
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or o’, or if ® is in that house, this corrupts the judgment of the astrologer 
so that the chart interpretation is usually wrong. The exception to this is 
when the question concerns a seventh house matter, such as partnership, 
war, robbery, etc., then such configurations tell us about the quesited. 

If the planet symbolizing the querent is combust—that is, within 814° 
of the ©, and in the same sign—discard the chart. 

If 4 is in the Ascendant, the matter seldom comes to good, especially 
if it is retrograde. 

If the querent’s significator is in its Detriment or Fall, he does not 
really care about the answer to his question, and so you do not have a 
chart that clearly expresses what is asked about. However, by the pre- 
ponderance of planets in houses, you can tell what is truly on his mind.' 

There are also three stipulations concerning the planetary hour. (More 
on planetary hours later). In the very best and most fortunate charts there 
is an agreement between the planetary hour and the chart. Many charts 
are judged where these conditions are not met, but if the reply is to 
please the querent, they are usually present. 

1. Consider the sign ascending and note its triplicity (see my third 
installment in Considerations XV: 4), if the planet ruling the 
hour also rules that triplicity, it is in agreement with the chart. 

2. Consider the sign ascending, if the planet ruling the hour rules 
that sign it is in agreement with the chart. 

3. Consider the planet ruling the ascending sign and the planet rul- 
ing the hour, if they are of the same nature there is agreement. 


Table 1: The Natures of the Signs & Planets 


Nature 
Hot & dry 
Cold & dry 
Hot & moist 
Cold & moist 


By considering the cautions and strictures described here you will 
know if it is wise to judge a chart. Above all, the chart must describe the 
situation asked about, with the planets, like characters in a play, repre- 
senting the people or articles that are involved. 

Remember that the same question cannot be asked twice. If the quer- 
ent does that a stricture usually appears, often a late degree rises. It is no 
good asking the same question clothed in different words—for instance, 
saying “Will I succeed in this venture?” when she means “Can I get him 
to be interested in me?” 


' For example, see the article in this issue by Carlota Machado Mendes. 
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AVING decided the chart is fit to be judged, we want to know 

if it will produce an affirmative or negative reply. To know if 

something will happen, inspect the aspects. If you ask, perhaps, 

if the querent and quesited will meet, look for an approaching 
aspect between their planetary significators. 

An aspect is always made by a faster planet towards a slower. As the 
) is fastest it is often the ) that makes the first aspect. The ) is like a 
verb, showing action, it points to what will happen. Every aspect the ) 
has already made while in its current sign shows what has happened in 
the past. 

In Horary we use only the major Ptolemaic aspects: 4 * O and ¢. 
This is not to say the minor aspects are not there, but they will not tell 
you the outcome of a horary question. They are irrelevant. 

As the faster planet approaches a slower one, we say they are in as- 
pect. They indicate an action. But as soon as the aspect has passed, we 
say they are separating from aspect. 

When two planets go towards an aspect it is like two people going to 
meet each other. When the aspect is exact (partile), they are meeting, but 
as soon as the planets separate by only 6 minutes of arc, the meeting is 
over. However, the effect may linger until they are beyond orb, but the 
action has passed. 

It is important to remember the comparative speeds of the planets. A 
slower planet cannot move towards a faster one, unless it is retrograde, 


AVING mentioned orbs, I must 

explain that through the long his- 

tory of astrology orbs have be- 

longed to the planets, not to as- 
pects. The very definition of an orb is that it 
is a sphere or globe, and it is obvious that it 
fits, like an aura or halo, around a planet. If 
a planet is not an inanimate rock, and those 
of us who are becoming aware of our envi- 
ronment speak of Earth as a living planet, is 
it not reasonable to assume it has an aura? 
Was it the advent of the Age of Reason that ORB is the diameter of the 
deprived planets of their orbs, giving them sphere about the planet. 
to aspects? To fit an orb over an aspect is MOREY adhonadiss 
like fitting a round peg into a square hole. A moiety is half an orb. 

Planets are in aspect when the distance between them, or their aspect, 
is within their combined moieties. 

A planet at the very heart of the ©, within 17’ of its center, is Cazimj, 
it is strengthened, but a planet within 8'4° of the © and in the same sign 
is called combust, the © having burnt out the strength of that planet. 
Even a planet within 17° is weakened: it is said to be “Under the Sun- 
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beams.” A planet so hidden by the © can show a matter that is hidden, 
or that the questioner is not in possession of the full facts. 


Table 3: 
Traditional Planetary Orbs 


[Planet | Orb Limit | MoietyLimit 
[o) 17° or 15° | 84°— 74° 
» 12%° or 12° | 6%°—6° 
g c 3° 
g 8° or 7° 4°— 3%" 
rou Tv or 7? | 3%4°—3%%° 
y 
% 


9° or 12° 4%" — 6° 
9° or 10° 44 —5° 


The most obvious indication of a positive answer in a chart is when 
the two main significators apply to a conjunction without interference 
from another planet. It is also shown by an applying sextile or trine. 

Even a square can, with difficulty, provide a positive answer if the 
planets are dignified and well placed, but without that it shows a negative 
outcome. 

As for the opposition, Lilly calls it “an aspect of perfect hatred.” It 
could provide an affirmative answer if the two main significators are in 
mutual reception and the ), moving between the two, translates the light 
from one to the other. But even then the result is often regretted later. 

An affirmation is given by a “Translation of Light”’—that is, when a 
fast planet separates from one slower significator and applies to another 
slower significator, thereby conveying the light or virtue from the first 
planet to the second. 

An affirmation is also given by “Collection’”—that is, when the fast 
planets that are significators are not in aspect, but both aspect a larger, 
slower planet, who collects their light or virtue, accomplishing their re- 
quirements for them. It is usually a helpful configuration, but a malefic 
planet collecting their light by opposition would probably destroy all 
hopes. 

There is also affirmation by house position—for instance, if the quer- 
ent asks whether she will obtain a certain professional job, and the sym- 
bol of the tenth house (the ruler of the sign on the cusp of the tenth 
house) is in her first house, or her symbol (the ruler of the sign on the 
cusp of the Ascendant) is in the tenth house, giving an affirmation by 
emplacement. 

Emplacement is more relevant in questions concerning lost or missing 
articles, or employment questions, whereas aspects are more relevant in 
enquiries about actions or meeting people. 

To be continued 
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Will Mr. S. Receive the Check? 
If Not, Where Is It? 


RUTH BAKER pvr asirol, ott. 


N THE 31* May I took some letters to the post box and inad- 
vertantly, not to say stupidly, posted an unsealed, unadressed 
envelope containing an invoice and a check which should have 
been taken to a local shop. On returning home, I rang up the 
general post office and was told that the envelope would be on its way to 
Chelmsford but would find its way back. Knowing that only the shop 
owner's complete address was on the bill, | hoped that he would receive 
it. | worried about it for a couple of days before asking the above question. 


Will Mr. S. receive the check? If not, where is it? 
6:50 AM GMT, 2™ June 2000. 51N48, 1E09 


DMRE&FMRE. 
D applies tor 2, YP, c O, ec, 4K 


I was pleased to see that there is planetary hour agreement: the hour 
ruler, the ), rules the ascending sign of &. % rules the 7" house and the 
unfortunate U is near the cusp, but as this is a 7” house matter the caution 
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Essential Dignities 


Sign _| Exalt | Trip _| Term | Face 
{O) 8 Q 4 4 v 
») g Q 4 4 ¥ 
g » + J g g 
2 g Q 4 4 ¥ 
c g Q % 2 {0} 
¥ 9 >) 2 4 4 Peregrine 
4 Q ») g 4 4 
@ D) 4 g g g 


does not apply.' 

As the querent I am signified by the Ascendant ruler, the ). Mr. S. is 
represented by the 7" house ruler, %. Never was there a more Saturnine- 
looking man—dark, swarthy with black eyes, black hair, thick eyebrows 
and a stoop.” The mixed reception between the ) and 4 shows my con- 
nection with him. 

The ruler of the 3" house of postal communications is ¥, aptly the 
natural ruler of carriers and messengers.’ My main concern was to find 
out if the envelope would find its way to Mr. S’s shop. There is no apply- 
ing aspect between my significator the ), and his significator, *, neither 
is there any between } and ». Because of this, I took it that the enve- 
lope would not be sent to him. 

There is no peregrine planet angular so | ruled out the possibility of 
theft. The ), which shows the action and which can also represent some- 
thing lost, first applies to a conjunction with fortunate 9, ruler of my 1 1” 
of hope, and then conjoins the ruler of the 2™ house of my possessions, 
the ©. There is strong mutual reception by sign between my significator, 
the ), and %, ruler of printed matter and mail. ® and the fortunate Q are 
in the Ascendant. In view of all this, I was sure that the envelope would 
come back to me. 

3 is peregrine in the 12" house of hidden matters, which quite nicely 
describes something lying in a pile of mail. There are just over 3° be- 
tween the ) and the ruler of my second house, the ©, and the same be- 
tween the ) and the 2" house cusp, so I thought that I would have my 
envelope or some news of it in about three days time. 4, the significator 
of Mr. S. is in 8. % is close to ¥, ruler of the 9" house of long distance 
travel. The sign of 8 in connection with distance always makes me think 
of Ireland,’ but I dismissed that as ridiculous, even though # is in G, a 


' Christian Astrology. p. 122. 
? Ibid. p.58. 

3 [bid. p. 78. 

4 Ibid. pp. 94 & 137 
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sign associated with the sea. However, three days after the question, on 
the 5" June, I was informed on the telephone by a post office official that 
the envelope was in Belfast—apparently all unidentified mail goes there. 
I was told that no one has authority to open even unsealed envelopes in 
case they contain money, and that it would have to go through an auto- 
matic search before | could have it back, and that this might take some 
time—two to three weeks. On learning this I immediately wrote out an- 
other check and took it round to Mr. S.—carefully avoiding all mail 
boxes en route! The check came back to me as promised, none the worse 


for its little holiday. 


A Woman, about to be divorced, asks: 
“When Will | Fall in Love Again?” 


CARLOTA MACHADO MENDES 


=} HE CHART is radical because it describes the situation and the 
Z © is the ruler of the hour and of the triplicity of the Ascendant. 
S(! The querent is signified by the Ascendant, its ruler 4 and the ). 

The ruler of the question, 4, in its detriment shows that the 
querent had not been interested in the matter until now “nor does she 
care whether it is performed or not.”* The main concern seems to be fi- 
nancial as is evidenced by the emphasis on the 2™ and 8" houses. She is 
having problems with the financial settlement of her divorce. The ) and 
\; in I show the querent’s dependence on her husband. She also con- 
fessed to receiving financial help from her father. 

The present husband is signified by the 7" cusp and its ruler . His 
description would be: “tall stature and straight, thin, spare body, a high 
forehead and narrow, long face, fair eyes, dark brown hair; long arms, 
fingers and hands; olive complexion.”* The querent confirmed this 
physical description, and informed me that his natal Ascendant is in I 
and his natal 3 is in . 


5 Christian Astrology, page 301, aphorism 32. 
® Ibid, page 78. 
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The ) in the 7" house shows a change in her partnership situation or 
status: from married to divorced. The fact that she is about to end her 
present marriage is evidenced by the ) applying to * 9, ruler of the 10" 
house, the marriage’s end-of-the-matter 4",' which opposes the planet 
of divorces. 3 also throws its antiscion to the 7" cusp, from which the ) 
is moving away. 


When Will I Fall in Love Again? 
5:36 PM CET, 27" July 2000 
Cascais, Portugal: 38N42 9W25 
Dapplies to * 9, AK&4@ 


There is no aspect between the two main significators, \ and ¥, 
although their mutual reception shows their familiarity. The ) is also in 
mutual reception with 9, ruler of the 7, but does not aspect him. The 
divorce would only take place when 2 opposes \f, in two years. 

The querent should be careful on the financial front due to the 
location of the 3%, ¥, the planet of deceit and fraud, and Xf, planet of 
upheaval and rearrangement, all in the 2" house, while *, the ruler of the 
2" is cadent and in a degree revealing despair. A way out is shown by 
+’s mutual reception with the ),  significator of her husband’s 
alimony—® is 


' [bid, page 375. 
? Ibid, page 302, aphorism 43. 
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Essential Dignities 


& 
Fs 
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deposed by 9, ruler of the 5" house of her father’s money. Evidence that 
finances must be a major worry is shown by the accumulation of planets 
in the 2"! and 8" houses. Any confidence she might derive from the )’s 
final aspect, a trine to the ® in the 11" house of hopes and wishes, is 
diminished by the ®’s weakness, almost in 29°. 

Therefore, the chart does not reveal a new relationship, nor her 
pretended interest in one, but instead the querent’s deep concern with her 
financial situation. 

When pressed for the truth, she did confirm that what was foremost in 
her mind was a large bill she had to pay for the electrical and plumbing 
system she had recently installed in her garden (XK and ¥ in the 2", ruled 
by » in & of the garden tools). She had hoped to pay for it with some 
money owed to her by her husband that the lawyer was taking too long to 
collect (O, ruler of the 9" in the 8", opposing ¥ in the 2"), As a result 
she had to appeal to her father for cash (D * 9, ruler of the 5"), The bill 
was paid two weeks and three days later () is 4 K in 2° 15’; mutable 
sign, angular house). 9, as ruler of the 5", signifies both her father’s 
money and a banquet the querent attended four days after the question () 
* @ in 29’; mutable sign, angular house). 

The moral to be learnt from this example is that the chart shows the 
true situation by the emphasis of its planetary positions more truly than 
the client’s question, which may be misleading or unreliable. 

This question was part of the work required by Olivia Barclay’s 
Qualifying Horary Diploma Course that I am presently doing. It is 
thanks to Olivia Barclay’s probing corrections that the querent confessed 
her interest in the stated question was pretended, the real issue being 


financial. 
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The Horary Composite Chart 
ERIC J. WEIL 


N THIS ARTICLE I am presenting for the first time in English 
a system I discovered many years ago and which was the basis 
for my book Le théme horaire compose, published in French in 
1991. Before its publication the method was presented on nu- 
merous occasions at several congresses and seminaries. 

For English-speaking readers | will briefly explain how I proceed. 
The idea is that if three people ask the same horary question at the same 
time, the answer will of course be the same. However, if these three per- 
sons simultaneously saw a movie, they would each of them be quite dif- 
ferently impressed. Based on this, [ thought that establishing a composite 
chart between the radical chart and the horary would strongly individual- 
ize the horoscope of the question. Over the years this system has given 
me excellent results and I would not want to miss it today. It is a tremen- 
dous help for the interpretation and even the dating of the events. 


Figure 1: Is it a good idea to hire this man for a certain job? 
5:46 PM GMT, 16 March 2000 
Geneva, Switzerland: 46N12, 6E09 
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Let us now study a question asked in Geneva on Thursday March 16, 
2000 at 17:46 GMT: "Is it a good idea to hire this man for a certain job?" 

It is of course clear that this is not enough information to make a good 
interpretation. I asked for clarification and learnt that my client had been 
having trouble with one of his neighbors for some time, and that the 
situation was rapidly degrading. The neighbor had even thrown paint 
against the front of my client’s house. My client planned to employ a 
man to try to catch his neighbor in the act. 

The first thing to do is to establish the significators of the question. 
The querent is represented by the first house and its ruler, with the ) as 
co-ruler of the question. The person to be employed is represented by the 
sixth house. The planets in this house as well as its ruler need to be con- 
sidered in order to obtain an answer. Finally, we have the neighbor him- 
self, who is a very important factor in this question. 

In the horary chart the Ascendant falls at 27°57’ Ill. By tradition, one 
should not interpret a chart when the Ascendant is in the last 3° or the 
first 3° of a sign. In my practice, I very rarely observe this rule, especially 
since finding the Horary Composite Chart (HCC), and I have never 
regretted it. 

The Ascendant in TI, representing symbolically the sixth house, con- 
firms that this house certainly contains at least part of the answer. Further 
confirmation is provided by the location of $, the Ascendant ruler, on the 
cusp of the sixth house. $ ¢ 2 could be a good omen and the application 
of 2 to * } is of course equally positive. However, there is a big "but" 
here as 4 is exactly 0 '—there is no orb whatsoever. } cannot therefore 
be trusted to provide a positive result. Furthermore, the sixth house, 
which as we have seen is of utmost importance, starts with a 3 ¢ 2 and 
ends with a © that is 2 in the eighth. Therefore, while the querent’s 
relation with his employee could well start smoothly it is likely to end in 
a saturnian manner. 

As already mentioned, the ) must always to be considered as co- 
significator of the querent. Additionally in the present case, the ) is also 
the ruler of the planetary hour and therefore acquires even more impor- 
tance. This ) is applying to © *, the ruler of the intercepted fourth house. 
So again, we find the indication of a negative end, probably after a long 
period (*). 

A last indication concerns the neighbor. The third house is in Tl. and it 
contains B. The )’s applying trine to B seems to protect the neighbor, it 
may help him avoid being caught. 

Let us now look at the HCC (see Figure 2). The Ascendant is in +, 
and @ is in the fifth house 4 ), so the querent is well placed. But we need 
to be careful because if we transfer the position of the HCC ) into the 
normal horary chart it is «° P. The © is in the sixth HCC house and rules 
the eleventh house (the hopes of the client); it is z > in the eighth. We 
also find here that the end of matter may be deceiving, as % rules of the 
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fourth HCC house. ¥, ruler of the sixth house is in the third house of 
neighbors and it is ~ ». This is not the indication of a quick and satisfac- 
tory result. 


Figure 2: The Horary Composite Chart 


There are however two positive indications: The HCC ) is a Y, the 
ruler of the second house. If we transfer the HCC ) into the horary chart, 
it is exactly sextile the horary ). In the HCC the ) is in the ninth house of 
foreign countries and in the horary both the second and ninth houses are 
ruled by 2. This could signify that the advice the querent receives from 
abroad (he does not live in Switzerland and was therefore posing his 
question to a foreigner) will be beneficial. 

My advice was that my client should not engage the person for the 
time being, that in not doing so he would avoid problems and save un- 
necessary expenses. Up to now this advice has proven to be correct. Only 
minor attacks by the neighbor have happened since. 

In closing, I should mention that I never answer horary questions 
without having the appropriate primary and secondary directions at hand. 
They can be a precious help in providing additional information concern- 
ing the present and future status of the client. 


@ 
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8:00 PM 


10:00 PM 


2:00 AM 
2:15 AM 
3:00 AM 
3:15 AM 


9:00 PM 
10: 00 PM 


Noon 


Inauguration 
12:02:05 PM 
EST 

20 January 
2001 

38N54 
77W02 


Election 2000 


NICHOLAS SUTHERLAND 


Tuesday, 7 November 2000 
Gore is projected winner of Florida’s 25 electoral votes by 
the media. 
Gore’s projected victory in Florida is retracted 


Wednesday, 8 November 2000 
Bush is projected winner of Florida 
Gore phones Bush to concede election 
Bush’s projected victory in Florida is retracted 
Gore calls Bush to retract his concession 


13 December 2000 
On nation-wide TV, Gore concedes the election. 
Bush makes his initial address to the nation as President- 
elect 


20 January 2001 
George W. Bush is inaugurated President of the United 
States 
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Events in the Lives of the Candidates 


George W. Bush 


Republican candidate for President 


\, 
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Date Events in George W. Bush's life 

1924 |12 Jun |Dad born in Milton, Massachusetts (42N14 71 W05), “between 
11 AM and noon.” Alexander Marr rectified the time to 
11:31:10 (15:31:10 UT). 

1945 | 6 Jan |Parents marry 

1946 | 6 July |Birth at 7:24:23 AM EDT in New Haven, Connecticut: 41N18 
72W56. 

1948 Family move to Texas 

1949 |20 Dec |Birth of sister Pauline. 

1950 Dad founds the Bush Overbey Oil Company 

1953 Dad forms Zapata Oil 

1953 |11 Feb |Birth of brother, John (known as “Jeb’). 

1953 |11 Oct |Death of sister Pauline. 

1955 |22 Jan |Birth of brother, Neil. 

1956 |18 Mar |World’s largest offshore oil rig is built by Zapata, dad’s 
company 

1956 |22 Oct |Birth of brother, Marvin. 

1959 |18 Aug |Birth of sister, Dorothy. 

1964 | 4 Nov |Dad loses election in Houston 

1966 | 8 Nov |Dad elected to Congress 

1968 Receives bachelor’s degree from Yale. 

1970 | 4 Nov |Dad defeated in Senate race 

1970 |14 Dec |Dad nominated to United Nations 

1972 | 8 Oct |Death of paternal grandfather 

1973 Enrolled in Harvard Business School. 

1975 Receives MBA degree. Returns to Midland, Texas and sets up 
Bush Exploration, an independent oil and gas exploration 
company. 

1975 | 3 Nov |Dad becomes CIA Director 

1976 |24 Apr |Birth of nephew, George. 

1977 Aug |Meets future wife, Laura Welch, at a backyard barbecue. 

1977 | 5 Nov |Marriage to Laura Welch at the First United Methodist Church 
in Midland. Texas. 

1977 |26 July |Birth of niece. Noelle. 

1978 Enters race for U.S. House of Representatives. Wins GOP 
nomination, but loses election by 6 percentage points. 

1979 | | May |Dad announces candidacy for president 

1980 |21 Jan |Dad wins upset victory in Iowa caucus 

1980 |20 Feb |Dad loses debate with Reagan 

1980 |30 May |Dad ends his run for presidency 

1980 July |Dad nominated as Reagan’s running mate 

1980 | 5 Nov |Dad elected Vice-President 

1981 ]20 Jan |Dad sworn in as Reagan’s Vice-President 

1981 |25 Nov |Close to 10 AM: Birth of twins, Janna and Barbara, at Baylor 
Hospital in Dallas, Texas 
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Date 


Events in George W. Bush’s life 


1983 
1984 


1984 
1985 
1986 


1986 
1986 
1986 
1986 
1987 


1988 
1988 
1988 
1989 
1989 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2000 
2000 
2001 


13 Dec 


125 July 
20 Jan 


126 Aug 
14 May 
19 Nov 


18 Aug 
8 Nov 


20 Jan 
7 Feb 
4 Nov 
20 Jan 
8 Nov 
20 Jan 
3 Nov 
20 Jan 
3 Aug 
7 Nov 
13 Dec 
20 Jan 


Birth of nephew. John. 

Merges his company with Spectrum 7 Corporation and became 
its new president. 

Birth of niece. Lauren. 

[Dad sworn for second time as Reagan’s Vice President 
Harken Energy Corp. buys out Specturm. Bush profited 
handsomely with Harken stock and an annual consultant salary 
for several years. Starts helping father in his successful bid to 
capture the presidency, acting as an adviser and speechwriter. 
Birth of nephew. Pierce. 

Birth of nephew. Samuel. 

Birth of nephew. Marshall. 

Birth of niece, Nancy. 

Moves to Washington. DC to work at dad’s campaign 
headquarters. 

[Dad nominated for President 

Dad elected President. 

After the election, moves to Dallas. 

Dad inaugurated as President 

Birth of niece. Ashley. 

Dad defeated by Clinton in presidential election 

Dad retired. 

Elected governor of Texas. 

[Sworn in. 

Re-elected governor of Texas. 

Sworn in. 

Accepts Republican nomination for president. 

Election day 

Accepted as President-Elect 

Inaugurated 43“ President of the United States 
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Richard (Dick) Bruce Cheney 


Republican candidate for Vice President 
A stocky man with rugged features, thinning brown hair, and a 
relaxed, easygoing manner, Dick Cheney often wears cowboy boots with 
his business suits. He is an avid outdoorsman and sports enthusiast. 
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Date Events in Dick Cheney's life 

1941 |30 Jan [Born in Lincoln, Nebraska: 40N49 96W41, Time unknown 

1941 |14 Aug |Birth of wife, Lynne Ann Vincent in Casper, Wyoming 

1959 Graduates from high school. Attends Yale University on a 
scholarship. Drops out after three semesters 

1960 ‘Works two years on power lines in Arizona, Colorado and 
Wyoming. 

1963 Resumes education at University of Wyoming 

1964 |29 Aug |Marriage to Lynne Ann Vincent. They have two daughters: 
Elizabeth and Mary 

1965 Awarded a B.A. degree in Political Science 

1966 Receives M.A. degree in Political Science 

1968 Leaves Ph.D. program at University of Wisconsin without 
completing his dissertation. 

1969 ‘Moves to Washington D.C. area 

1973 Feb |Becomes Vice President at Bradley, Woods & Company, a 
Washington-based investment firm. 

1974 Aug |Becomes deputy to Rumsfield, the White House chief of staff, 
when Gerald Ford becomes President 

1974 Sep |Named Deputy Assistant by President Ford 

1975 | 5 Nov |Becomes Ford’s chief of staff 

1976 Returns to Wyoming 

1978 Seeks election to U.S. House of Representatives. Has a mild 
heart attack during the primary campaign. Elected. 

1980 Re-elected by large margin 

1982 Re-elected by large margin 

1983 Wife, Lynne, becomes senior editor of the Washingtonian 
magazine. 

1984 Re-elected by large margin 

1986 May | Wife, Lynne, confirmed unanimously as Chairman of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). 

1986 Re-elected by large margin 

1987 May | Vice-chairman of the House committee investigating the Iran- 
Contra scandal 

1987] 4 Jun |Becomes chairman of the Republic Conference (third ranking 
post in the party). 

1988 Re-elected by large margin 

1989 |10 Mar |Nominated as Secretary of Defense by President Bush 

1989 ]17 Mar |Unanimously approved by the Senate 

1989 |19 Apr |Leads the US delegation that reaches an agreement with 
‘Western Germany to defer a decision on deploying short-range 
nuclear missiles on German soil. 

2000 | 3 Aug |Nominated as Republican candidate for Vice President 

2000 | 7 Nov |Election day 

2000 |29 Nov |Mild heart attack 

2000 |13 Dec |Recognized as vice-president-elect. 

2001 |20 Jan |Sworn in as Vice President of the United States 
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Albert Arnold Gore Jr. 


Democratic candidate for President 
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Date 


Events in Al Gore's life” 


1869 |20 May 
1907 |26 Dec 
1937 |17 Apr 
1938 
1948 |31 Mar 


1948 |19 Aug 


1956 | 3 Mar 
1963 |10 July 
1965 Sep 
1966 
1969 | Spring 
1969 Jun 
1970 |19 May 
1970 May 
1970] Nov 


1971| May 
1973 | 6 Aug 
1975 }14 Jan 
1976 
1977| Jan 
1977| 5 Jun 
1979| 7 Jan 
1979 |19 Mar 


1982 {19 Oct 
1984 July 


1984 | 6 Nov 
1985 Jan 
1987 |19 Apr 


1987 |29 Jun 
1988 |21 Apr 
1988 |15 Jun 


1989 | 3 Apr 
1989 |26 Apr 
1989) July 
1991 |22 Aug 


1992 | 8 July 
1992 [29 July 


Birth of grandfather, Allen Gore 

Birth of father, Albert Gore Sr. 

Parents marry 

Sister Nancy LaFon Gore born in Virginia 

Birth at 12:53 PM EST (Birth Certificate) in Washington DC: 
38N54 77W02 

Birth of “Tipper” Mary Elizabeth Aitcheson at 2:40 AM EDT 
(from her) in Washington DC: 38N54 77W02 

Death of grandfather, Allen Gore 

Death of grandmother, Maggie 

Enrolls at Harvard University 

Sister Nancy marries Frank Hunger at the Gore farm 
Graduates from Harvard 

Enlists in the Army 

Marriage to Tipper 

‘Selected as Post Soldier of the Month 

Reports to 20" Engineer Brigade at Long Binh base near 
Saigon, Vietnam. 

Returns from Vietnam 

Birth of first child, Karenna, in Nashville 

Purchases first home, in Nashville 

Announces that he is running for Congress 

Sworn in as member of the House 

Birth of second child, Kristin. 

Birth of third child, Sarah. 

Becomes the first House member to speak before TV cameras 
‘on floor of the House. 

Birth of fourth child and only son, Albert Arnold Gore III 
Death of sister Nancy from lung cancer, Vanderbilt Hospital in 
Nashville. 

Elected Senator, receiving 61% of the vote 

Sworn in as Senator 

Phones his dad at 11 AM to say he is going for presidential 
nomination. 

Formally announces his candidacy for President 

Suspends his presidential campaign 

Endorses Governor Dukakis as the Democrat candidate for 
presidency. 

Accident and near death of his son at 6:25 PM, as they were 
leaving Baltimore’s Memorial Stadium. 

‘Albert III leaves John Hopkins Children’s Center for home. 
Surgery on his son to repair nerve damage to right arm. 
Tells media he will not be candidate for president or vice 
president. 

Agrees to become Clinton’s Vice President, 11:15 PM EDT. 


Interviewed by Diane Sawyer on ABC's Prime Time. 


"Source: Hank Hillin, A! Gore Jr., His Life and Career, 1992. 
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Joseph I. Lieberman 


Democratic candidate for Vice President 
Medium height, slender build, graying blond hair. 
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Date Events in Joe Lieberman's life” 


1942 ]24 Feb |Born “around 7 AM” (family friend) in Stamford, Connecticut: 
41NO4 73W32. Parents are Henry and Marcia Lieberman. 
Father works in a bakery and later owns a liquor store. 

1950 Moves from grandmother's house on Hamilton Avenue, one 
block from railroad station, to Strawberry Hill Court. 

1960 |23 Jun |Graduates Valedictorian from Stamford High School. His is 
voted “Most Popular” and is elected Prom King and Senior 
Class President. 

1960 Fall |Enters Yale University 

1962 Dec |Named chairman of the Yale Daily News 

1963 Internship with Senator Abraham Ribicoff in Washington 
1964 Graduates from Yale with BA degree. His senior thesis is on 
John Bailey, a legendary Connecticut political boss. Wins the 
Frank M. Patterson Political Science prize. 

1964 Fall |Enters Yale Law School 


1965 Marries Elizabeth Haas 

1966 His senior thesis is published as The Power Broker by 
Houghton-Mifflin. 

1967 Birth of son, Matt. Graduates from Yale Law School. Becomes 


lan associate with Wiggin & Dana in New Haven. Enters Board 
lof Alderman race but is forced to withdraw when he fails to 
meets the city residency requirement. 


1969 Birth of daughter, Rebecca. Runs statewide campaign for 
Robert Kennedy. 
1970 Elected to Connecticut State Senate with an upset win over the 


incumbent majority leader. His book about nuclear 
proliferation, The Scorpion and the Tarantula, is published by 
Houghton-Mifflin. 


1972 Starts his own law firm: Baldwin & Lieberman. 

1974 Elected Senate Majority Leader 

1976 Loses nomination for Lieutenant Governor 

1980 Relinquishes state senate seat to run for Congress. Enters 
campaign with large lead but manages to lose in unexpected 
defeat. 

1981 Divorces Betty Hass. Publishes The Legacy, a history of 
Connecticut politics from 1930 to 1980. 

1982 Elected as Connecticut’s first full-time Attorney General. 


Meets Hadassah Freilich, a divorcee who will become his 
second wife. 
1983 |20 Mar |Marries Hadassah Freilich, she has a child from her first 


marriage. 
1984 Re-elected Attorney General by overwhelming margin. 
1986 Published Child Support In America, a guide to increasing the 


collection of child support from delinquent fathers. 
1988 |22 Feb [Announces his candidacy for the US Senate. 


? Primary source: Stephen Singular. Joe Lieberman; The Historic Choice, 2000. 
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Date Events in Joe Lieberman's life 
1988 Daughter Hana born 
1988 Nov |Elected to US Senate, upsetting a three-term incumbent. 
1994 Nov |Re-elected to Senate by wide margin 
1995 Named chairman of the Democratic Leadership Council. 
1998 | 5 Sep |Criticizes conduct of President Clinton in senate speech. 
1998 | 9 Oct |He is one of 27 senators who signs letter urging President 
Clinton to take action against Iraq. 


1999 Becomes ranking member of the Government Operations 
Committee. 

2000 Publishes Jn Praise of Public Life. 

2000 | 6 Aug |Nominated as the first Jewish candidate to run for Vice 
President 


2000 | 7 Nov |Election day 
2000 [13 Dec [Loses bid for vice president 


Concerning the birth time of George W. Bush: 

I’ve been going through all of the Presidents lately to see which given 
times are accurate, somewhat accurate or probably inaccurate. I noticed 
that many had RAMC plus Are of Event plus a 0° -- 60° -- 120° aspect to 
natal 4 when they became president. 

I’ve found the same thing in George W. Bush’s chart: 

Given time: 7:26 AM EDT; MC 24° 12’ T, RAMC 22°2445” 


Election Inauguration 
MC 24° 43° T MC 24° 34° T 
RAMC 22° 53° 32.76” RAMC 22° 44’ 30.96” 
Arc of Event: 54° 20° 27.1” Are of Event: 54° 29” 29.2” 
Sum TP lv Sum 77° 14 
+ 120° aspect +120° aspect 
RA 197° 147=\4 RA 197914" = 4 


The Arc of Events were determined as follows: 


Election AE = 19848 days + 365.25 = 54° 20° 27.1” 
Inauguration AE= 19903 days + 365.25 = 54° 29’ 29.2” 


I submit this as one more reason why Bush was elected President. 
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Astrology: The Manifesto 


PATRICE GUINARD, Ph.D. 


A preliminary version of 'The Manifesto’ is in my 
1993 doctoral dissertation. A version appeared in the 
form of nine articles in a French journal (1996-1999). 
The present version has been considerably reworked. 
The text seeks to understand why astrology has been 
shunted aside in modern thought, and how this rejection 
manifests itself in the intelligentsia, especially in acade- 
mia. 
In 1984, when I made the proposal for my first disser- 

tation project to a "philosopher" at a university in Bor- 
deaux, I was told I would have to present "astrology in 
its entirety" (under the assumption that it is unfamiliar to 
readers in academia) before comparing it to various sys- 
tems of classical philosophy—as if there existed an as- 
trology; as if there were not as much diversity in its do- 
main as in the mode of Occidental thought one calls phi- 
losophy. It was an impossible task, which led me to seek 
out a dissertation director whom I had heard praised for 
"tolerant openness to marginalized knowledge." The ab- 
sence of any previous knowledge of astrology on the part 
of the reader, legitimized by its eradication from Euro- 
pean culture, would have urged the use of a specious 
approach of comparison between philosophers anchored 
in our cultural memory and an ersatz astrology to which 
one would would only grant, as a gesture of generosity, 
the right of comparison in the guise of a bastardized 
amalgamation. 


— translation Matyas Becvarov — 
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To Think Astrology 


Astrology is a matter for philosophers. (Paul Valéry) 


STROLOGY IS not born simply from observation of the stars, 
but also from the astonishment of the ego before the spectacle 
of human diversity and the recognition of its otherness: why am 
= I as I am, and not the same as this other? Astrological aware- 
ness does not proceed from a two-fold assessment composed of exterior 
observation and introspection, but rather from an experience of broader 
nature, exterior-interior, psychic and cognitive: in a single stroke I un- 
derstand my being, that of others, the external world and their common 
roots in the stars. One comes to astrology only by a sudden insight, rather 
like a revelation of spiritual nature, followed then by an intuitive and in- 
tellectual recognition of the participation of every being in the cosmic 
order and the plenitude of the Universe. 

One does not learn astrology: one receives it suddenly, not only 
through the discovery of texts and practices marginalized by institution- 
alized knowledge which does not correspond to its aspirations, but above 
all because one has lived through a period where consciousness seeks, 
generally at the age of adolescence, to find a metamorphosis of its 
knowledge of the world and of itself. On the other hand, one is taught not 
to "believe" in astrology, not to consider this centuries-old knowledge of 
the human being as pertinent to the totality of human experience, and to 
repudiate the superstitious and dubitable practices it involves. Astrology 
is not a matter of mental belief, nor of experiential verification, but rather 
of psychic adhesion: there exists a reality which affects us and which is 
not adequately expressed by the systems of representation that surround 
it. 


To think astrology is to seek to define its status, to determine its 
foundations, its operative structures and its levels of articulation, to de- 
marcate its limits and its arenas of application, to elucidate its anthropo- 
logical perspectives. Astrology sets itself apart from the ensemble of re- 
ligious, philosophical and ideological discourses because of its continu- 
ity, its ubiquity, its capacity to endure and regenerate itself despite norms 
and cultural modes. Going across ages and civilizations, it continually 
renews its conceptual patterns, taking from its immediate cultural milieu 
what is necessary for its perpetuation.' Despite the spiritual blindness and 


' There is a transcultural, transhistorical unity to astrology which runs through 
it like the cord runs through the pearls of a necklace." (Gilbert Durand, in L'as- 
trologie, Antoine Faivre (dir.), collection des Cahiers de I'Hermétisme, Albin 
Michel, 1985, p. 201). 


71 


Guinard: The Manifesto 


mental turbulence of the present age, astrology's object remains the 
same: the structuring relationship of the geo-solar environment to the 
psyche. 

Consciousness is embedded in a multitude of ideas, images, memo- 
ries, information—and misinformation—that come from the outside 
world or result from its own inquietudes. The mental arena itself is the 
playing field for divergent orientations, conceptual eruptions and inces- 
sant agitation. Philosophical systems seek unification in the affirmation 
of a perspective or orientation special to consciousness. That is why such 
systems differ so greatly from one another and, more often than not, re- 
veal the temperament of their creator, as Nietzsche pointed out. Science 
—which has invaded the terrain of a metaphysical speculation already 
moribund—does not presents a truly unified perspective on reality, but 
only offers instruments for analysis of the external world by means of the 
fragmentation of objects, measurements, and experiments made on phe- 
nomena. It has substituted its disoriented objectivity for the orderly sub- 
jectivity of the philosophers. 

Astrology logically admits of three postulations: 

The world of facts, of the concrete, of things, of "experience," like the 
world of law, of words, of mental representations, appears to conscious- 
ness only by means of the presence of a primary world, psychic, internal, 
which receives those things and organizes them. The ideas of the mind 
are born only by reason of one's perceiving the exterior world through a 
qualified interiority. Psychic states are an inevitable substrate to things 
and to words. 

This interior world is in perpetual motion, in continual innervation by the 
planetary cycles. This is why I call it psychic-astral, just as 1 call "im- 
pressional (i.¢., a pre-conscious awareness, from the term impressio of 
Paracelsus) the mark of this psychic impregnation made by astral agen- 
cies. 

These pre-conscious awarenesses differentiate themselves through struc- 
tures. This structuring of the psyche, at both individual and collective 
levels, occurs through four conditioning milieux: energetically through 
the planetary Forces, spatially through the Houses, temporally through 
the planetary Cycles, and structurally through the zodiacal Signs. 

The organic integration of planetary rhythms, at the level of the 
nervous system or the genetic code, a fundamental hypothesis of astral 
reality, necessitates as a result a category of realities—the pre-conscious 
awarenesses [impressionaux] or astral impressions—which form the rela- 
tionship of the astral to consciousness. All one can say about an astral 
impression is that it leaves a fugitive trace in consciousness, an evanes- 
cent psychic coloration. To these pre-conscious awarenesses— 
experienced directly or indirectly by consciousness but unproveable, im- 
ponderable, too tenuous to be exploited by the machinery of logical- 
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experimental methodology—are assigned archetypal forms”, symbolic or 
mythical, which resolve the psycho-mental disequilibria created by the 
impossibility of fixing their characteristics. The symbol has as its func- 
tion to qualify these diaphanous entities, which escape all attempts at 
determination, and to supplement reason, which cannot give a full ac- 
counting of reality in its integrated totality. We shall not speak of influ- 
ences—a term which carries a physical connotation and contains the idea 
of a type of action exterior in origin—but rather of incidence, that is to 
say, of a psychic, interior integration of astral origin. 

The astronomical signal is registered as a pre-conscious awareness 
and expressed as a symbol. The astral (i.e., the impressionaux) derives 
from the psychic; the astrological (i.e., symbols and operative structures) 
derives from the mental. The astral designates that which is felt, lived, 
"impressed" onto the psyche, perceived fleetingly, or "unperceived": the 
astrological is structured, conceptualized, modeled. This distinction is at 
the heart of the debate about the nature and practical implications of as- 
trological knowledge. 

An irrational assumption, imaginary or improbable because it is in- 
accessible to the instruments of observation and unsusceptible to analysis 
by the the laws of causality, astrology—that science of the imponderable, 
that awareness of the evanescent, that knowledge of the imperceptible 
—does not derive from the psychic or the mental, but rather from their 
common root which lies "behind our eyes" (Paracelsus). Neither does it 
come from a Great Beyond, but rather from something "on this side of 
things," something intimate, our own, close to use, which nonetheless 
seems strange. 

At the beginning of the 16th century astrology and astronomy were 
still both tributaries of the rationalization proposed by Ptolemy. In 1543 
Copernicus reoriented the astronomical perspective of his contemporar- 
ies (and it is unfortunate that his recommendations for economics did not 
meet with the same fate). A veritable "astrological revolution" occurred 
in the same period with the publication, five years before the appearance 
of Copernicus' treatise, of the Astronomia magna of Paracelsus, but the 
work passed unnoticed. Philippus Bombastus, who died two years earlier 
than his elder colleague, was the instigator of this renaissance through his 
development of the doctrine of the inner star with its sky or firmament at 


? The archetype in the Jungian sense is an empty form, a formative virtualness, a 
psychic force capable of structuring consciousness, without specific representa- 
tive content: all interpretation of the archetype is merely one possible translation 
within a system of representations. "Archetypes are factors of formal order 
which structure unconscious psychic processes, ‘patterns of behavior’. (...) The 
archetype is the form, perceivable by interior observation, of the a priori order 
of the psychic domain." (Carl Jung, Synchronicité et Paracelsica, French trans- 
lation published by Albin Michel, 1988, p. 38 and p. 106). 
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once visual and invisible’, the existence of interior myths within each 
person, and the impressio, produced in each person through planetary 
influxes, an inward mark of the presence of the stars, and no longer a 
sign or cause deriving from the visible, factual exterior world. In the 
manner of Copernicus with heliocentrism, Paracelsus did not invent his 
model, but rather discovered it anew. It is not improbable that Christian- 
ity's first intellectuals were especially intent on the extirpation of pagan 
writings, Pythagorean and Hermetic ones particularly, which appear only 
in a few very altered traces in the Adversus of the Fathers of the Church. 
And, just as in the case of Copernican heliocentrism, the astrological 
concepts of Paracelsus did not separate themselves entirely from their 
roots in antiquity (e.g., the circular orbits of the planets with Copernicus, 
and medical astrology with Paracelsus). It is a difficult thing to break 
free from the hold of models nearly two thousand years old! 

Astrology's function is to determine the structural laws of inferiority. 
In its practical application in horoscopy it is a tool for the comprehension 
of lived experience; like the Yi King (1 Ching), it infuses experience with 
consciousness. It is not an immediate effect of visionary or divinatory 
nature, in first instance because the practitioner is in no position to 
evaluate with certainty the weight of extra-astrological factors (e.g., bio- 
logical, socio-cultural, familial, professional, climatic, etc. etc.), but more 
importantly because astral incidence does not operate at the level of fact, 
of events, of the existentially concrete, but rather at the level of their in- 
terior substrate. Astrology acts on the relationship between what is felt 
and what is manifested. This is why psycho-mental interpretation and 
psychological explanation do not give a sufficient accounting of its na- 
ture. The notion of the pre-conscious awareness [impressional] liberates 
astrology from its servitude to an exterior psychology, be it psychoana- 
lytic, behaviorist, phenomenological, gestaltist, existentalist or even re- 
flexologic. It is time for astrology to forge its own concepts. 


3 Will-Erich Peuckert considers this notion as the third principle of astrology, 
after those of time and order (in L'astrologie, French translation published by 
Payot, 1965, p. 251-252). 
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Why Astrology? 


"When there comes a glitch 

in the thrumming of your philosophy, 

when your destiny gets tripped up (...) 

then there it is, the Big Question (...) 
And here is eternal Astrology, 

to which you are led by great wisdom — 
even if a little bit of science leads you away from it." 
(Léon-Paul Fargue: The Four Seasons) 


re 


HE TECHNOLOGICAL idolatry of the modem world no 
SY, longer favors contemplation of the starry skies, which still oc- 
CN! cupied Kant's solitary evenings. Instead, one allows a sort of 
= ) spell to be cast over one, or a kind of stupor or convulsive agita- 
tion, coming from the rebroadcast of a football game or some other tele- 
vision program. This does not involve the same category of "spectacle," 
nor, above all, the same quality of looking at things. The filtering of our 
perception of reality implies a divestment of our natural relation to the 
world. A protective membrane separates us from things. The mediation 
of our relationship with reality, tailored to the specialization of our par- 
ticular activity, engenders a massive uniformity of viewpoint, which be- 
comes more obtuse the more it infiltrates into artificial needs. We are no 
longer seized by psychic and physical reality, but rather obsessed by our 
techniques of substitution. How could this loss of contact and this desen- 
sitization remain without effect upon the adequacy of our mental repre- 
sentations? 

One can admit following Kant's lead at least three facets to the idea 
of truth, as it is applied to language and discourse, to the objects of sen- 
sory experience, or to the faculties of the mind. 
> Formal truth, a condition of truth both a priori and necessary, con- 

sists of the agreement of consciousness with itself, that is to say, in 

the logical organization of discourse and the coherent, non- 
contradictory agency of concepts and propositions.* 

>» Experimental truth—or material truth, relative to the contents of con- 
sciousness, to facts and empirical observations, whose criteria of va- 
lidity is verification—presupposes the possibility that the concepts of 
human understanding can indeed identify and describe the reality 
perceived by the senses, and can establish an adequate correspon- 
dence between thought and its objects. 


4 Emmanuel Kant, Critique de la raison pure [=Critique of Pure Reason], 
French translation published by Garnier-Flammarion, 1976, p. 114-115. 
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> Transcendental truth, invented by Kant and according to him capa- 
ble of saving metaphysics, does not concern itself with the objects of 
consciousness, but rather with thought in its capacity to know reality. 

It assumes that human understanding contains a faculty capable of 

emitting "pure" judgments, or "synthetic judgments a priori." 

Pure reason would contain within itself those principles which guar- 
antee the correctness of ideas. Kantian idealist rationalism presupposes 
—and illusorily so—a human understanding free of all internal en- 
trenchment and all external constraint, similar in that quality to common 
sense, or the Cartesian notion of "good sense", i.e., the innate faculty of 
the spirit which enables it to distinguish between the true and the false. 
Now, if reason guarantees the correctness and coherence of mental repre- 
sentations, then it is because there necessarily exists an intelligibility in- 
herent in reality, an implicit order of the totality, an indeterminate yet 
luminous foundation, anterior to the transparency of verbal representa- 
tions as it is to the opacity of sensory manifestations. 

Friedrich Jacobi developed the idea according to which no cognitive 
experience is truly independent of the "primordial instinct" (Grundtrieb) 
to be found in each person. Consciousness cannot be separated from its 
seat of vitality. For Nietzsche, an indeterminate instinctive force mani- 
fests itself through the activity of the mind: reason appears at all costs 
like a force which gnaws away at the roots of life. In the usual sense of 
the term, reason manifests in a mixture of evidence and opinions which 
appear "reasonable" within the context of a particular community; in a 
gathering together of received notions and habits of thought which refer 
back to normalized practices; in value judgments mortared onto what is 
socially and culturally acceptable; by the belief in a superficial confor- 
mity between verbal representations and the reality in fact perceived. To 
put it another way: reason is like "a horse running toward the stables." 

For Johann Hamann, a contemporary of Kant, there is no form of 
reason which is not anchored in individual "passions" and practices, sub- 
ordinated to the values of a particular socio-cultural milieu, and subser- 
vient to the structures of language. A century later Wilhelm Dilthey de- 
veloped this critique of Kantian reason and showed that consciousness 
also depends on psychic data and the diversity of psychological disposi- 
tions in the human being. 

Plato had already drawn attention to the perverse effects caused by 
the rhetoric of the Sophists, by the articifial cohesiveness of argumenta- 
tion which contents itself with developing "philodox" opinions (i.¢., phi- 
losophically orthodox), and by the pointless debates spurred on by the 


5 The formula comes from the Indonesian philosopher Ranggawarsita (19th cen- 
tury). cf. Denis Huisman, Dictionnaire des philosophes, Paris, P.U.F., 1984, v. 
2, p. 2191. 
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inhabitants of "the Cave." This is why mythos has its place in Platonic 
philosophy, as it does with Herodotus, a place which its shares with a 
Jogos anterior to all demonstrations of "likelihood."® This circumstance 
arises not because history and philosophy are incapable of liberating 
themselves from myth, but rather because myth is necessary to the con- 
struction of thought; there is no accomplishment or realization that does 
not preserve the primordial models, because myth was already an 
evolved form of philosophy and history. 

Since Aristotle's time it has been commonplace to poke fun at repre- 
sentations of myth, which are labelled as products of an infantile or ar- 
chaic humanity in the name of rationalist, long-winded thinking—such is 
the attitude as late even as Hegel and the Positivists at the end of the 19th 
century—as if myth did not itself proceed from an ordered coherence, 
which often leaves far behind it the rickety constructions of modem 
thought. It is commonly believed that mythic representations are no more 
than the stutterings of thought. Quite to the contrary: it was after long 
periods of sterile debate and exegesis that the human spirit, fatigued of 
"giving reasons," forged mythical thought. 

Astrology developed as a philosophical conception within the uni- 
verse of the Stoics, and possibly of the first Pythagoreans, as well. It was 
the inheritor of the Jogos as well as of the mythos. Its object has never 
been the specific significations of astrological operands and figures, but 
rather, the search by means of those significators of their underlying 
structures and archetypal forms, psychic-astral in nature, experienced 
directly and inwardly by consciousness. Specific contents derive from 
the framework that produces them, harmonizes them or gives them 
meaning. This is why there are no typologies in astrology, but rather ar- 
chetypologies. These operative structures, inscribed on the psyche and 
animated by the periodicity of the planetary cycles, render possible the 
formation of "transcendental" ideas and give birth to ideational, symbolic 
and mythical representations, usually repressed by reason, the organiza- 
tion of which remains only at the surface of discourse. 

Luigi Aurigemma observes the transhistorical permanence of the as- 
trological symbol: the symbolic variations "seem to be organized around 
a kernel of significations with a degree of permanence that appears quite 
high. High enough even to make us ask ourselves if, beneath these his- 
torical shadings and colorings, we may encounter at this level of the life 
of the symbol some experience of a collective, endopsychic nature, con- 
crete but indefinitely renewed, and by reason of that fact charged with 
great emotional energy, with a density, a degree of reality capable of giv- 


° Carneades was the first to turn away from Platonism. 
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ing it such permanence at the limits of the metahistorical."” Ernst Cas- 
sirer defines the link which unites the symbol and its endopsychic origin 
as the notion of the symbolically pregnant: "On the contrary, it is percep- 
tion itself which owes to its own inherent organization a kind of spiritual 
‘articulation’ and which, held in its interior texture, belongs as well to a 
determined sensory texture."® 

Astrological thought does not turn away from reason in pursuit of 
some nebulous "irrationalism", taking sides with an environment conven- 
iently disposed toward its message (due to such phenomena as the crisis 
of modern consciousness, a growing sense of absurdity, etc.), but rather, 
it advocates going to the very ends of reason, opening oneself to a more 
ample rationality, displacing the mind's "point of assembly" (Castaneda), 
which determines what we perceive and are led to know and to recognize 
within the context of the real. "Man has abandoned silent knowledge for 
the world of reason ... The more he grasps onto the world of reason, the 
more ephemeral becomes his intention." Intention is that psychic dispo- 
sition which puts the human spirit into direct contact with reality in its 
totality. "Limited reason," which obstructs this connection, is a defensive 
attitude on the part of the human spirit, the most entrenched and most 
sterile position of the mind's point of assembly. Such reason is only a 
crutch for thought: "Thought begins only when we have experienced that 
reason, touted for centuries, is the most stubborn adversary of thought."'° 
Heidegger emphasizes the importance of vigilance to insure that "the 
silent message of the word about Being has the upper hand over the 
noisy call of the principium rationis as the principle of all representa- 
tion."'' For "people today face the grave danger of no longer measuring 
the greatness of what is great if the measure used is not that of the domi- 
nation of the principium rationis.""? 

Astrology has no need to be nailed to the cross of current experimen- 
tal practices and scientific models, nor need it be "made reasonable" 
(Heidegger) according to the criteria of science: it generates a different 
type of rationality which relates to psychic states; it perceives reality in 


7 Luigi Aurigemma, Le signe zodiacal du Scorpion dans les traditions occiden- 
tales de l'Antiquité gréco-latine 4 la Renaissance [= The Zodiacal Sign Scorpio 
in the Occidental Traditions of Greco-Latin Antiquity Up to the Renaissance], 
Paris, Mouton / E.H.E.S.S., 1976, p. 104. 

* Ernst Cassirer, La Philosophie des formes symboliques [=The Philosophy of 
Symbolic Forms], French translation published by Minuit, 1972, v. 3, p. 229. 

° Carlos Castaneda, La Force du silence [= The Power of Silence], French trans- 
lation published by Gallimard, 1988, p. 154. 

'° Martin Heidegger, Chemins qui ne ménent nulle part [=Paths Which Lead 
Nowhere], French translation published by Gallimard, 1962, p. 322. 

'! Martin Heidegger, Le principe de la raison [= The Principle of Reason], 
French translation published by Gallimard, 1962, p. 268. 

" Martin Heidegger, op. cit., p. 254. 
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its global nature and through the agency of psychic-astral operands, in an 
approach which is transversal, not horizontal. Astrology emerges from a 
paradigm which is organic, not mechanistic. It possesses its own logic, 
its own requirements and methods, which one would do poorly to qualify 
as intuitive before taking a closer look at them. Astrology possesses its 
own language, a "proto-language," which gives account of a "phenome- 
non" in its totality and in its diverse facets, just as it appears to con- 
sciousness. It develops its own mode of reasoning, matrix-based reason- 
ing, which cannot be assimilated by the experimental reason of science, 
nor by the discursive reason of philosophers. 

Science subsumes all phenomena beneath a single perspective; as- 
trology coordinates diverse perspectives, all the while preserving the 
specificity of each one, and conjugates them on the basis of the arche- 
typal dispositions of the human mind, which implies an interiorization of 
the phenomenon perceived. And precisely because it engenders a ration- 
ality more "globalizing" (Karl Jaspers) than that of the scientific mode, 
astrology is decried by science. Ernst Jiinger notes that science "can be 
incorporated without difficulty and without losing any of its dignity into 
the system of astrology, but not the reverse.""® Indeed, the Saturn of as- 
trologers is a symbolic operand which renders good account of the role 
science plays in its ensemble. 

Astrology is, in point of fact, that psychology or "transcendental phe- 
nomenology" announced and formalized by Husserl: "To the degree in 
which the science of mind, understood as an all-encompassing science of 
the world of the spirit, possesses as its theme all persons, all types of per- 
sons and personal endowments, all types of personal configurations, 
which we call here cultural configurations, it consequently encompasses 
as well the science of nature and the nature at the heart of such science, 
which is nature as reality itself."'* 


@ 


'S Emst Jiinger, Le mur du temps [= The Wall of Time], French translation pub- 
lished by Gallimard, 1963, p. 14. 

'4 Edmund Husserl, La crise des sciences européenes et la phénoménologie 
transcendantale [= The Crisis of European Science and Transcendental Phe- 
nomenology] (1954), French translation published by Gallimard, 1976, p. 330. 
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GRAZIA MIRTI 


HAVE always been particularly interested in this outcast she- 
devil Lilith, who was banished from earthly paradise for coura- 
geously declaring her sexual equality to the male, Adam. She 
has a reputation for untold wickedness and through the centuries 
has always been much maligned and gossiped about. I began taking an 
interest in Lilith many years ago and today I always consider her in the 
natal chart, whether the native is famous or not. 

Very briefly, I would like to remind you that from an astronomical 
point of view the definition of Lilith is as mysterious as she is herself. 
The same problem can be found with PB, though in different astronomical 
terms. They are both characters that wear a mask, that hide and have no 
intention of letting us know exactly where they are. In my opinion, the 
Swiss astrologer Dieter Koch has calculated the most precise 
ephemerides for the position of Lilith, by carefully analyzing all the past 
and present theories regarding her. 

There is the hypothesis of a second satellite (the Dark Moon Lilith) 
orbiting the Earth at about 3° per day, which was sighted by Abbot Ric- 
cioli in1630, but this is untenable, as astronomers would have observed it 
by now. So we therefore need to presume that the ) has an elliptical or- 
bit, having two focuses: the first focus being the Earth and the second 
focus being identified as the Black Moon Lilith, $, which is understood 
to be the closest point to the apogee of the ). Others consider it to be a 
mean point. The fact that the elliptical orbit of the ) is neither regular nor 
geometrically harmonious also needs to be taken into account and Dieter 
Koch has therefore calculated the phase difference of the apsides (the 
points of least and greatest distance of a body in orbit around another, in 
this case the perigee and apogee of the )) considering them as points at 
which the ) moves under the present forces of influence derived from the 
©, Earth and planets. 

However, we can use any ephemerides for the position of € providing 
a margin of error is taken into account. The software I usually use, for 
example, gives the mean position of the }'s apogee and this, as we will 
see, is perfectly acceptable in practice. 

With regards to the symbolic concept of the $, | agree with the French 


© 


' Lecture (in Spanish) given by the author to Jarnadas Astrologicas in 
Madrid on Sunday 6" February 2000. Translated by Julianne Evans. 
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psychoanalyst Philippe Grangier who identifies the concept of Desire, 
and the Regret that characterizes it, with this celestial archetype. This 
needs to be analyzed in terms of “original loss,” the expulsion from 
Earthly Paradise, the splitting typical of individuals where the object be- 
comes necessary and indispensable. This absence intervenes when man, 
and therefore each one of us, is given back to the world, promised to 
death, attached to the only paradise that can be held in memory, life in 
the womb. The desire/regret can then concern the return to the maternal 
bosom or womb. Hegel wrote: “Each desire is the desire of another's de- 
sire.” It is the “unknown kernel (heart)” of Paul Valery, the “acorn” of 
James Hillman. I propose to give a value to § even in the context of 
Karmic Astrology, where she could represent regret for something that 
we did not do in the right way, that afflicts us in this incarnation because 
it didn't work out well in previous experiences. 

The absence, regret and desire represented by $ never coincide with 
death. She is suffering because she is identified with desire, but this co- 
incides with that part of death that allows us to stay alive. It is a non- 
place, unsaid, unexpressed and not psychically able to be represented: a 
sort of Great Absence, in which we desperately search for the exact iden- 
tity of our desires. 

Where we find § in our natal chart we find an indelible sign of ab- 
sence and desire. Here is the point of greatest intensity and drive towards 
the identification of self. It is an emptiness, an absence that can be filled 
or made bigger according to circumstances. The role of $can then re- 
spond to the eternal choice between Good and Evil. In a positive sense 
we are stimulated to discover the weaknesses, limits and precariousness 
of our natal chart. Negatively, the consciousness of anxiety can provoke 
the beginning of an overall loss, an attempt to transform all the chart into 
a gigantic Black Hole, drawn by the unconscious and instinctual force of 
this important, and at the same time dangerous symbol. 

The sense of absence and emergency can generate the need to protect 
ourselves even through the needs and demands of others. 

I have always strongly refused to accept the often senseless sexual 
references proposed by some authors; for example, that $ in the 3rd 
house indicates incest between brothers and sisters: in the Sth, with one’s 
child. 

In Karmic Astrology the importance of the )'s Nodes and nodal axis 
is often indicated, their retrograde motion through the zodiac tying them 
to a remote ancestral past. I am convinced that also ¢ can assert a role 
within the sphere of these studies, as: 

> can be read as an axis between opposites that highlights the 
apogee and perigee of the ). 

> {takes nine years to complete a revolution, equal to half that 
of the Nodes. 

> Ifthe )'s Nodes refer to the point of intersection of the )'s or- 
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bit and the ecliptic, ¢ takes into account the apsides—that is, 
the )'s apogee and perigee. 

> According to some traditional studies of Cabalistic origin, a 
triad formed by Mary (2), Eve (Earth) and Lilith (apogee) 
must be considered. The )'s Nodes can be included here as 
representing reincarnation, the passing—past or future—to 
other dimensions. 

In this sense, ¢ can be linked to: Regret, Remorse, Nostalgia, 
Deprivation, Inheritance, Scarring, Memory, Imprints, and unlived or 
badly lived Experiences. 

If we examine our natal charts, reading £ as absence or shortcomings, 
we will immediately make interesting connections, both on a real and 
unconscious level without ignoring the physical side, which is often not 
taken into account. In this sense, $ in & can symbolize a duodenal ulcer, 
¢ in Tl bedwetting, ¢ in #* weak ankles, and so on. I have often noticed 
that transits of § to feminine planets often coincide with the onset of 
menstruation, and also with possible hemorrhaging or signs of meno- 
pause. 

People born with $ conjunct another planet naturally tend to fill up 
this absence through the other planet, as in the case of Francoise Sagan, 
whose $ ¢ ¥ symbolizes her constant use of drugs. 

The soccer star Diego Armando Maradona has § ¢ 0’, which is a clear 
reference to sport. Its placement in the 9" house points to the difficult 
years he had when he was playing in Europe. 

Pedro Almodovar has $ o XX, highlighting compensation through the 
cinema, a particularly Uranian medium. 

$< % in the 9" house in # in the chart of the Empress Charlotte of 
Mexico warns of the tragic destiny she was to find in that traditionally 
Sagittarian country. 

Some very sexy actresses are characterized by $ ¢ o” and K, sexually 
aggressive planets. 

If ¢ is ¢ © the evolutionary path passes through the annulling of self. 

If € is ¢ ) the Feminine carries signs of a distant past, even through 
one's own appearance. 

{ ¢ &, brothers, sisters and children provide a path of patient im- 
provement. 

{¢ 9, love can help overcome previous experiences. 

There are signs of remote frustration with aggression when it is cou- 
pled with o*. 

With 4, rules have been ignored (and it does not mean they are being 
carefully followed in this life.). 

With , fate signposts the road. 

With XX, the unexpected and transgressions are the rule. 

With ¥, escaping to other worlds helps to avoid reality. 

And with B, power ruins and creates risks. 
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The part of the chart being transited by ¢ often indicates the type of 
question we are concerned about at that moment in our lives. Even this 
article on § is not by chance. She is now in my birth sign, ~, as it was 
previously nine years ago when I also held seminars and conferences on 
the same subject. When transits become worrying, the symbolism of the 
planets involved needs to be delved into, to use them in the best possible 
way. I therefore consider § a precious ally from an interpretative point of 
view, capable of concentrating some of our shortcomings, indicating 
what we would like to be, and with difficulty can be. 

On a collective level ¢ can concentrate on the Deep Unconscious and 
can provoke those ritual happenings that dumbfound the collective, and 
create events modeled on the Clockwork Orange, or political assassina- 
tions that change the destiny of a country. 

Experience has taught me that in most cases conjunctions and opposi- 
tions of $ to the birth planets work very well. I will leave out other as- 
pects, out of habit and for greater clarity and simplicity. A colleague 
once told me that ¢ 0 o provoked erotic dreams, but it didn't work with 
me! 

I find the use of € in synastry particularly exciting—one person's ¢ 
overlaying an important planet of the other's creates a tie that is difficult 
to break. They are the couples that suffer less by staying together than by 
separating. There is something deep that binds them: the emptiness and 
absence characterized by § is filled by the partner's planet—in the case of 
Prince Charles and Diana, for example, her € is on his B. Even though 
she is no longer with us they will be forever bound in a Plutonian rite! At 
other times, one partner's ¢ ¢ o of the other creates a highly charged sen- 
sual involvement. 

$ on the Ascendant, in certain cases, determines charisma and good 
fortune in public relations. In the 4"" house it can reveal regrets relating to 
the family. In the 3 it can indicate regrets about unfinished studies, in 
the se in female charts, maternity issues. 

{ is useful in the defining a homosexual tendency, for example, in the 
chart of Franco Zeffirelli, the famous director, we find § ¢ o in the 11", 
In female charts this position can indicate an attraction to other women. 

I always advise my students to carry out a simple exercise first of all; 
check out the events corresponding to transits of ¢ to the ©, ) and prin- 
cipal planets. A look at the significance of transiting $ to natal $ is also 
very interesting. Certain events that are otherwise unexplained can then 
be clarified. One of the qualities I like about € is her help in discovering 
subplots, in bringing to light—albeit painfully—conspiracies and facts 
that we have previously ignored. It is the moment of the revealing 
anonymous letters, explanatory telephone calls, gossip that emerges and 
can be faced. § transiting a house helps us to realize the problems con- 
nected with it, and to find a remedy. In particular, when § is transiting the 
8" house it is best to guard against theft and loss, and avoid dangerous risks. 
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It is important to keep in mind that significant events can often occur 
when a slow planet transits over natal $, for example », \K or o to § can 
indicate possible attempts of violence or rape, or other sufferings in our 
lives. It can happen that the transits of important planets do not corre- 
spond to events, but this never happens with $, which is a faithful inter- 
preter of our shortcomings and the novel-like turns in our lives! Let us 
now observe the effect of transiting ¢ in the charts of several more or less 
famous cases. 

A double reference to ¢ is seen in the case of the tragic death of 
Marilyn Monroe on 4 August 1962, when f transited over natal $ in 22, o° 
\ in sv. At the same time transiting ) and ¢ were conjunct in + opposing 
natal \K, on the cusp of the 3 house, which highlighted the strong media 
impact of the event. in this case also represents television, resounding 
the great interest in the event, and the speed of impact. It not only in- 
volved the Uranian world of cinema but also pushed the 'Marilyn' myth 
into the collective unconscious of all humanity. 

The earthquake that hit Turkey hard last summer was one of the con- 
sequences of the famous Solar Eclipse of August 1999. A few days later 
P was ¢ € unleashing subterranean forces, while 4 and ¥ in & were close 
to Turkey's natal §. Transiting o’ ¢ natal 4 and 2 in Tl was opposite natal 
$, with doubly explosive effect. 

The death of Lady Diana Spencer occurred on 31 August 1997. First 
of all we need to note that with the natal planets ($, X, , o”, B) present in 
her 8th house she was not well disposed to a calm and natural death, and 
that the £ ¢ K opposite her ) is a presentiment that she would not be well 
spoken of after her death. At the time of the tragic accident and her sub- 
sequent death, $ was in TI on the cusp of her 9th house. If we are to be- 
lieve the ‘conspiracy theory’, we can imagine that it was planned shortly 
before, while § was transiting natal $. As can be seen, death occurred 
exactly as the ) transited her natal §. 

The case of Sharon Tate was another ritual homicide, the work of the 
Tl butcher Charles Manson, that deeply stunned public opinion. § was 
transiting her natal $, in the exact degree, in the sign of & that symbol- 
izes maternity—and this beautiful actress was eight months pregnant! 
Some years later, an astral twin of Sharon Tate's—an architect, born the 
same day, month and year—came to see me. I asked him what had hap- 
pened to him in August 1969 and he replied that the drains of some 
houses under construction had exploded and it had been a really difficult 
August! 

Marcello Marchesi, an Italian TV personality, comic author and a ro- 
bust and exuberant T, drowned in one meter of water as § was transiting 
his natal ¥ and the transiting ) was applying to his natal ¢. 

Maria Vetsera, the unfortunate countess and lover of Rudolf of Haps- 
burg who committed suicide with him on the tragic night of Mayerling, 
was born under a ¥ o € and died while ¥ (mystery), P (power) and $ were 
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concentrated in her 8" house. 

Carlo Alberto dalla Chiesa, the Italian general who distinguished 
himself in the fight against the Red Brigade, was killed in Palermo on 3 
September 1982 as transiting § was exactly conjunct his natal ¢ in #. 

Orsola De Matteis, a quiet woman, went to the seaside with her hus- 
band and two sons on 9 August 1984. After lunch they all went for a 
swim and all three males drowned, leaving her the only survivor. Note 
that natal 4, ¢ and P are all in her 8" house. The tragedy occurred when 
¢ was transiting the IC in 1, symbolizing the sea, in exact opposition to ¥ 
in I. The transiting ) was in opposition to ¢ and 4. 

At the time of John Lennon's death P and ¢ were in ~ in his 7" 
house, separating from a recent opposition to his natal ¢ in T, perhaps 
the same time interval his assassin needed to stake out and realize his 
insane act. > and \ were also opposing natal §. 

A very interesting recent case that demonstrates the effect of § transits 
with great precision is the news that King Albert II of Belgium has an 
unknown illegitimate daughter called Delphine. Let's look at the effect of 
this being made public on the principal members of the Belgian royal 
family: King Albert has § and P transiting the 10" house, opposite natal 
o and © in II. Natal $ and P are conjunct and near the Descendant. 
Paola Ruffo di Calabria, his wife, has natal o’, ¢ and ) conjunct in % in 
the | 1th house, the house corresponding to that of her husband's children, 
the derived 5" house. The news spread when § and E transited this point 
in her chart and o was at the Ascendant. 

Queen Fabiola has $ transiting her natal % on the IC. Philippe, heir to 
the throne, has the ) in %, the same as his mother, and had § transiting 
the exact degree of his ). Mathilde, his then-fiancée, has natal ¥, ¢ and o* 
conjunct in * and also had § and PB transiting them October last. This 
shows that there are clear ties between the different members of the same 
family, who are all involved and have well defined roles. 

At the time of the sentence handed down to Bill Gates accusing his 
company Microsoft of being a monopoly, 5 November 1999, $, after 
having transited his most important planets the previous year, was ap- 
proaching her natal position in ~. This sign confirms the international 
weight of the sentence and falls in the 6th house, describing work meth- 
ods and relationships. 

And to finish, the surprising case of John Kennedy Jr. and his wife 
Carolyn Bessette at the moment of the tragic disappearance of their plane 
on 16 July 1999, late in the evening. A comparison between the two 
shows his £ on her ), an indestructible karmic tie. If we observe the tran- 
sits of that evening we can see the © transiting his natal o* and € while ¢ 
and P transit the © in a double whammy. 

The same effect can be seen analyzing the transits of the other person 
most involved, his sister Carolyn Kennedy. She was also born with her 
© in the early degrees of # and so was having the same  -P transit, with 
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the transiting ) <° her natal , and a series of heavy aspects between = 
and £2. The exactitude of ¢ could confirm the idea of something that did 
not work on purpose. 


Data for charts referred to in this article (listed in the order in which 
they are discussed): 


Lady Diana Spencer: 7:45 PM (18:45 UT), | July 1961, Sandringham 
England: 52NS0 0E30. 

Charles, Prince of Wales: 9:14 PM, 14 November 1948, London Eng- 
land: 51N20 00W10. 

Marilyn Monroe: 9:30 AM (17:30 UT), 1 June 1926, Los Angeles Cali- 
fornia: 34N03 118W15. 

Turkey Republic: 8:30 PM (18:30 UT), 29 October 1923, Ankara Tur- 
key: 39N56 32E52. 

Sharon Tate: 5:47 PM (23:47 UT), 24 January 1943, Dallas Texas: 
32N47 98W48. 

Marcello Marchesi: 11:00 AM (10:00 UT), 4 April 1912, Milan Italy: 
45N28 9E12. 

Carlo Alberto Dalla Chiesa: 4:00 PM (15:00 UT), 27 September 1920, 
Saluzzo (Cuneo) Italy: 44N23 7E33. 

Orsola De Matteis: 10:30 PM (20:30 UT), 7 May 1943, Mathi (Torino) 
Italy: 45N04 7E42 

John Lennon: 6:30 PM (17:30 UT), 9 October 1940, Liverpool England: 
53N25 2WSS. 

King Albert II of Belgium: 11:35 PM (22:35 UT), 6 June 1934, Bruxelles 
Belgium: SONS0 4E20 

Princesse Paola Ruffo of Calabria (King's Albert wife): 2:46 PM (13:46 
UT), 11 September 1937, Forte dei Marmi (Lucca) Italy: 43N50 10E30. 
Princesse Fabiola of Belgium: 0:45 PM (11:45 UT), 6 June 1928, Ma- 
drid Spain: 40N24 3W41. 

Prince Philippe of Belgium: 9:40 AM (08:40 UT), 15 April 1960, Brux- 
elles, Belgium: 50N50 4E21. 

Princesse Mathilde d'Udekem (Prince Philippe's wife): 10:47 AM (09:47 
UT), 20 January 1973, Uccle Belgium: 50N48 4E20. 

William H. Gates III: 9:15 PM 28 October (05:15, 29 October UT) 

1955, Seattle Washington: 47N41 122W15. 

John F. Kennedy Jr: 00:22 AM (05:22 UT), 25 November 1960, Wash- 
ington DC: 38N53 77W02. 

Carolyn Bessette: 7 January 1966, White Plains, New York: 41N02 
73W46. 

Caroline Kennedy: 8:15 AM (13:15 UT), 27 November 1957, New 
York NY: 40N43 74W01. 
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DENIS SAUNDERS 


HERE IS SO much truth in the Biblical text: To all things there 
Y) is a season, and a time to everything under the sun. In Europe 
in the winter season when the snows arrive it is a time to ski; a 
season of pleasure, enjoyment and adventure on the slopes. But 
sometimes Time decrees an event that overthrows one’s plans and turns 
excited anticipation into frustrated hopes. Such was the case on the 
morning of November 11,2000 when a crowd of happy people, in a sin- 
gle-carriage train, rode to an unexpected, sudden, fiery death. As the 
train entered the tunnel inside the Kitzsteinhorn Mountains at Kaprun in 
Austria it burst into flames Of the 167 people aboard only 12 escaped, 
the rest being burned beyond recognition. The day belonged to », the 
hour to &*. 

As astrologers, we know that that event must be shown in the Aus- 
trian Chart. Therefore, we compare the radix against the progressions. 
Austria received a new chart after the Second World War when the last 
of the occupying forces left the country. 


Austria 


00:00 AM CET, 27 July 1955 
Vienna: 48N13 16E20 


87 


Saunders: The Austrian Train Disaster 


Kaprun train disaster 


Radix 9:00 AM CET, 
27 July 1955 11 November 2000 
Progressed Transit 
Me P53" we || 18°55? HE ||) 3°34? = 
As | 2°08" I | 16°03° & | 9°23° # 
[0) 3°10" Q 16°45’ 1] | 19°14" T 
>) 6°25° TM | 28°53’ I | 12°01° & 
3 22°16 & | 11°56 =| 0°51’ 
4 23°12? & | 19°11? TW | 27°53? # 
J 9°57’ Q 8487 1M | 4°27 = 
4 9°15’ Q 19°04" Q | 8°21’ Ie 
% | 14°32" M | 16°40’ Th | 28°09" BR 
x 28°18 G 0°50? 2 | 17°00? ~ 
¥ 25°33’ = | 26°30? =| 3°59 = 
P 25°42’ Q | 27°08 Q | 11°51’ 4 
Q 24°27? X& | 22°03? # | 18°22 @ 
@ | 28°53" g75s7 = | 2°10" 


Sceptics might argue that it is always easier to predict an event after it 
has happened. Of course it is, but only because astrologers do not devote 
themselves exclusively, constantly and continuously to the study of an 
individual chart. Horary Astrologers predict with a high success rate. 
Certainly, there will be mistakes in interpretation considering the extent 
of Astrology’s symbolic language. It would be a miracle if there were 
not. 

The certain indication that an event is about to occur rests with the 
progressed personal points, the Midheaven and the Ascendant, when ei- 
ther one or both make a close aspect with a radical planet, cusp or point. 
The house(s) involved will indicate the department in life that will be 
involved, and the planets will specify the nature of the event. The signs 
will color the operative force of the planets. 

At first sight, neither personal point appears to be involved. However, 
a deeper investigation reveals that the progressed Midheaven is opposed 
to the midpoint of radical 9/4 at 18° I, and the progressed Ascendant is 
at the midpoint of radical 8 and radical 4 o o%. 

At this point we can assess the knowledge we possess: that the houses 
to consider are the eleventh and the fifth (for the progressed MC and the 
%/4 midpoint); the third, fifth and the sixth (for $, 9/5 and %, respec- 
tively; and the first, third and fourth (for 8, progressed Ascendant and 
the o/4 midpoint, respectively). The planets and points are the © in IL, 
whose dispositor is % in &, in turn disposed by the ), the $/ midpoint in 
T ruled by §, and ® in Tl ruled by o”. The progressed Midheaven is ruled 
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by 44, and o’ and ¥ are both disposed by the O, strong in its own sign in 
the 4" house. What does it all mean? Taking the most important con- 
figuration first, we read: 


> 


> 


> 


8 relates to communication and in the 3“ house it signifies short 
air and rail travel. In @ it relates to family, relatives and 
neighbors, that was part of the composition of the crowd. 

The 3/5 midpoint in the S" determines young people and pleas- 
ure. Most of the skiers were young and were pleasure-bound. 

+ in the 6" covers nursing, fire departments and the deaths of 
friends. Its dispositor is o that rules fires and accidents. In Tl, a 
Water sign, it rules ice and snow. * also signifies tunnels. It rules 
the 9", the house of foreigners, and many of the victims were 
foreigners. 

The progressed Midheaven in the 11" of friends is in }, natural 
ruler of the 12", significator of hospitals, coma, unconsciousness 
and mystery. It also signifies the deaths of friends. 


Progressed @ is at the midpoint of the progressed Ascendant and pro- 
gressed *, a configuration that suggests affliction from the environment. 

At this stage, we see that an event, of the nature outlined, is waiting to 
occur. It needs a trigger to set it off, and that trigger must be sought in 
the transit chart. 


Train Disaster Transits 
09.00.00 AM CET, Nov 11, 2000 
Kaprun, Austria: 47N16’, 12E40" 
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We immediately see the trigger in the event chart,. It is transiting )K in 
the 10" opposing the midpoint of the progressed Ascendant and the pro- 
gressed © forming a Yod in the Chart from the 3" and 5" Houses. \K is 
the planet of the sudden and the unexpected; his connotation includes 
accidents, disasters, railroads and even panic. The Yod, with its double 
separative aspects is the signature of Fate in the Chart. Incidentally, 
Kaprun is in the area of Salzburg and rules Salzburg. 

Another fated indication of Destiny is the fact that the progressed 8 is 
at the same degree as radical 9. It is only two degrees from the pro- 
gressed Equatorial Ascendant making it extremely powerful for evil, and 
at the time of the disaster the transiting © was traversing the 9" of for- 
eigners in Austria’s chart, and making a square to the progressed Mid- 
heaven. 

From the radical chart, we know that the adverse aspect of oo \ in 
the 4'" warns against danger from fire when traveling in the Austrian lo- 
cale. When \{ is involved the danger could be from explosion. Other 
signs of accident are: progressed P almost on the IC and transiting P on 
the Fixed Star Rastaban that signifies accidents; and progressed © on Al 
Hecka. That the nature of the accident would be fire is prominent in the 
chart. The ©, o, 4 and the )’s Q are in Fire signs; »’s dispositor is 0", a 
Fire planet. The 8" House is under a Fire Sign; The 6" House planets are 
all in the Via Combusta, a fiery area, and the transiting Ascendant is with 
Antares, a Fixed Star presaging fire. 

By now it is obvious that the villains of the event are ¥ and ». Other 
planets and their aspects are the flesh on the bones. Progressed », for 
instance, is on Serpentis, which some name “the accursed degree in the 
accursed sign.” Concerning %, one tends to think of him as innocuous, 
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but, small though he is, his influence can be enormous, forceful and vi- 
cious. 

The transiting © sextiles the important progressed @ and transiting 9, 
from \’s sign, trines progressed P, and this is consistent with the oddities 
in the chart. The reader will have noticed that almost all the aspects are 
benefic, which is strange for so heavy and violent an event The reason is 
that for progressions and transits it is the contact that matters not the type 
of aspect. The radix carries the essential meanings of the planets’ aspects 
in a chart, and in the radix 3, 9 and are O ¥ and the Vertex while o and 
\ O the ) and 4. However, concerning the progressions and transits, I 
only accept as valid aspects that are partile, allowing a few minutes dif- 
ference because the locality coordinates are never pinpoint correct and, 
for that matter, the time given by the media is not always precise. 

Nor do I usually consider the mutual aspects, but in this chart transit 
, being conjunct the radical Midheaven. It is opposing the radical O 
and trines the transit Midheaven o o’, involving the 3“, 5" and 10” 
houses. Hopefully, this suggests the victims died from the fumes rather 
than the flames. With ¢” in the sign of its detriment, its power is some- 
what limited. A more gentle death is possible with radical ® being in the 
5", and transiting © * progressed 5" house ¥, whose dispositor is VE. 
Transiting @ trines P from the 8" to the 4". Also, that transit ¥ opposes 
the radical © and is trine the transit Midheaven & o” and the progressed 
® is a the $4 midpoint. The transit MC ¢ of is very close to the 4/2 
midpoint at 5°15’ TI. As a stellium, it is perhaps an acceptable aspect in 
this chart, though I would normally consider it too wide. Furthermore, 
because radical ¥ and Vertex are both disposed by @ in the 3, who in 
turn is disposed of by the kindly ) upon whom %, the destroyer, lays a 
semisextile, a disaster is not averted but there is some easing of the bur- 
den. ¥, of course, is a planet connoting gaseous poison. But here is the 
clincher: radical 4 is on the Fixed Star South Scale that gives danger 
from poison and @ is on Pol/ux that is also connected with poison. The 
¥/4 midpoint, which is the key to the event, is on Zosma, the star of acci- 
dents and poisoning. At the same time the transit Midheaven ¢ 0”, ¢ pro- 
gressed ® is sextile radical ©. Besides all these indications, the solstice 
point of the radical ) is on radical 9. Radical 2 on radical ’s Q softens 
its severity. 2 is important in this chart because she rules Austria. Also 
notice that progressed » sextiles radical \X, the trigger. 

Other signs that suggest that the deaths were kinder and gentler than 
the horror of incineration are the configurations involving PF that are 
prominent in the chart. Radical ® is conjunct the 1 1, the House of the 
Good Daemon, and it is trined by the progressed ) from the 2", the 
house that has the accidental meaning of death, and squared by ». Transit 
® sits foursquare on the radical Ascendant, a most auspicious sign, op- 
posing the Vertex, which is also directly on the Descendant. The Vertex 
has been called “the spiritual Ascendant.” Some do say that just before a 
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violent or accidental death, the soul escapes the body. Let us hope this 
was so for the victims of this catastrophe. 

Besides my insistence on partile aspects, I also insist on the three 
charts being connected. This is usually done through the declinations. 
Here there are several links between the three: 

Transiting @ is trine progressed P and sextile radical Vertex 

Transiting 4 is square progressed o and sextile radical TransPluto 

Transiting » is semisextile progressed ) and sextile radical 

Transiting P is sextile progressed $ and conjunct radical Dark Moon 

Transiting ® is opposing progressed Vertex and trine radical MC & & 

Finally, these few points give cause for wonder and awe of the Forces 
of Destiny. 

> The IC is with Regulus, the Fixed Star that threatens destructive- 

ness. 
> The progressed ) was at the 1955 Eclipse point. This was a total 
Eclipse of the O 

> The Part of Peril by day (ASC + 8"-ruler — 4) opposes transit 
TransPluto 

> The Part of Peril by night (ASC + % — 8"-ruler) is conjunct pro- 
gressed o* 

> The progressed ) has arrived at the Fixed Star, Menkalinan, that 

signifies violent death; and 

> The progressed Ascendant is conjunct the Fixed Star Wasa, an 

indicator of poison and gas. 

These are the declinations: transiting + parallel progressed )K contra- 
parallel radical Ascendant 

Why do natural and accidental and natural disasters claim so many 
lives of seemingly decent-minded, socially responsible people? Is it the 
“eye for an eye” of the Old Testament, or the “as ye sow so shall ye 
reap” of the New, or are they the haphazard venom of an uncaring Uni- 
verse? I can’t answer because I don’t know, but in the light of what an 
astrological chart reveals, the synchronicity of the planets with the 
events, I cannot believe and, therefore, do not accept the latter explana- 


tion. 
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Babylonia version 1.0 
Astrological software on CD by Rumen Kolev. 

Requires Windows 95 or 98 (not tested on Windows 2000), > 60 MHz. 
Available from Rumen Kolev, Radko Dimitriev Str. 13 B (Ap. 3), 
Varna 9000, Bulgaria. 

E-mail: either zenith@mbox.diysvs.bg. or rumen_k_kolev@yahoo.com. 
$150 if ordered before May 1, 2001. Thereafter, $180. 
Includes 60-page book with 14 color photos that explains the basic 
astronomical concepts involved in Babylonian astrology. 


ABYLONIA is simple to instal] and the accompanying instruc- 
Bz tions for its use are very clear. Most, nearly all of the informa- 
@ J) tion it generates is not provided by any other computer pro- 
Ga) sram. Babylonia potentially represents a major advance in 
mundane astrology. 

In the beginning, back in the time of the first astrologers that we 
know of, those Greeks and Romans called Chaldeans, it was considered 
essential to observe the appearances and disappearances of the ), planets 
and stars in the sky at sunrise and sunset. This was naked eye observa- 
tion—carried out, scholars inform us, from atop a ziggurat, a seven- 
tiered building that the Bible derogatively names the Tower of Babel. 

In those far off times the year did not begin when the clock struck 
midnight on New Year’s Eve, but when the ) first became visible in the 
western sky as a new crescent following the spring equinox. Similarly, 
each new month thereafter began when a new lunar crescent appeared in 
the evening sky. However, the initial crescent of the year was considered 
the most important. Ptolemy! confirms the importance of the new cres- 
cent, but the word he uses, évatodj¢ (meaning rise or appearance), to 
describe the first appearance of a new ) in the night sky is invariably 
mistranslated” as New Moon—that is, the invisible conjunction and not 
the newly visible crescent. Due to that translation error, which has been 
repeated time and time again, astrologers through the centuries have 
based mundane predictions on charts erected for the times of O-) con- 
junctions or, in some cases, for when the © is conjunct 0° T, none of 
which are a visual phenomena. 

It is no simple matter to identify when a new ) will first appear in the 
evening sky. The timing varies by geographic location—observers in 
Turkey may first glimpse the new crescent on Monday evening, those in 


' Tetrabiblos, book I, chapter 8. 

2 See, for example, the Robbins translation, page 45 of the Loeb Classical Li- 
brary edition. Robert Schmidt has it correct in the new Hindsight translation 
(Greek Track Volume V). 
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Montreal may not see it Tuesday, or even Wednesday. The same for 
when 4, say, first comes out from under the sunbeams to appear in the 
pre-dawn sky. Whether a rising or setting body, be it the ), a planet or a 
star, can be seen at a particular location depends on three factors: its 
magnitude (brightness), which alters at different times in the same helio- 
centric cycle and varies between cycles; its distance from the rising or 
setting ©; and its Arcus Visionis (visibility arc, a function of its magni- 
tude and the brightness of the sky). Our astrological ephemeredes do not 
provide this information. Babylonia does. 

You may well ask: “So, big deal, what does it do for me?” The Chal- 
deans believed, Kolev agrees, and my own initial research confirms (see 
the separate article in which I provide several examples) that the moment 
of the initial appearance or disappearance of a celestial body is meaning- 
ful for predicting future events at that location. Readers may refer to the 
article “Astrological Prognosis in Babylon” by Rumen Kolev in Consid- 
erations XV:2, pp. 11-19. 

Besides computing the standard astrological chart, Babylonia pro- 
vides for the ), each month and unique to a particular location, the date 
and time of the new crescent, its first quarter (not the same as when the 
waxing ) is 0 ©}), its acronychal rise, its cosmic setting, its last quarter 
(again, not necessarily ) G ©), and its last crescent. 

For each of the planets (again, unique by geographic location); the 
date and time of its first appearance as a morning star, its morning sta- 
tion, its greatest morning elongation, its morning last appearance, its first 
appearance as an evening star, its greatest evening elongation, its evening 
station, and its final appearance as an evening star. 

The Arcus Visionis is given for the ) and planets for their risings and 
settings. 

For the O, the timing of its altitude in 2° intervals is provided both be- 
fore local sunrise and following local sunset. This is important for tim- 
ing the appearance or disappearance of stars of varying magnitudes. 

The program provides the magnitudes, and all coordinates (both geo- 
centric and heliocentric), including perihelion and aphelion, of the classi- 
cal planets for any time and place. In addition, an excellent Sky Picture 
combines the chart’s planets with the positions of the Fixed Stars, again 
as viewed from a user-defined location. 

The database included with the software includes all 32 Babylonian 
horoscopes now known to exist (Cyril Fagan described the six then 
known in Astrological Origins*). The program reproduces the planetary 
positions shown on the cuneiform tablets that are the source of these 
horoscopes. Gregorian dates are easily converted into various Babylo- 
nian dating systems. 


* Llewellyn Publications, 1971, pp. 127-136. 


94 


Considerations XVI: 1 


As a bonus for those interested in primary directions there is a module 
that computes the zodiacal and mundane conjunctions to the angles, ac- 
cording to seven basic time keys: Ptolemy (1° per year), Naibod 
(59°08.33” per year), Cardan (59’ 12” per year), Placidus (progressed © 
in RA), Kepler (birthday © in RA), Synodic (60°57.2” per year), or a 
user-defined rate. Additionally, in the Babylonian Prognosis module, 
Kolev has added secondary progressions (one Babylonian day = one 
Babylonian year), profections (two seasonal hours = one Babylonian 
year), tertiaries (one Babylonian day = one Babylonian month), minors 
(one Babylonian month = one Babylonian year) and transits. 

The accompanying booklet is both instructive and a visual delight. 
As Considerations does not include color printing, | cannot reproduce 
here any of the superb color photos contained in the booklet. 

I have not been as excited about a new concept or a new tool in as- 
trology for many, many years. That this particular new concept is in re- 
ality just about as old as it possibly could be simply adds to the thrill. In 
the program Babylonia we have a fresh, innovative tool that can help us 
better understand much that slipped away from the knowledge of as- 
trologers. It may just allow us to approach astrology in the way it was 
originally conceived. Strongly recommended. 

—Ken Gillman 


Astrology 3-D 
Software for Windows 95 or 98 on CD by Rumen Kolev 
$150 (for special reduced price see note at end of review). 
e-mail: rumen_k_kolev@yahoo.com 


HIS IS an abbreviated version of the large Placidus suite of 
programs, previously reviewed by Bob Makransky in Consid- 


(e 
bY, 

‘\\"t erations XIII: 4, pp. 89-90, that I use on a regular basis—I 
: 2 wouldn’t be without it. It has many of its big brother’s options, 
including primary directions to the angles, the Navigator feature, and the 
three-dimensional, rotating, model celestial sphere that, as the earlier 
review pointed out, is so invaluable in visualizing what is actually hap- 
pening out there in the sky—it fulfills the dreams of anyone trying to 
learn celestial sphere geometry. 

To quote from Makransky’s earlier review: “The Navigator does solar 
and lunar returns, and all possible combinations and permutations of as- 
pects between natal, directed, progressed, converse progressed, transit- 
ing, solar arc, and symbolic (with variable increments) planetary posi- 
tions (e.g. progressed to progressed aspects, transiting to converse pro- 
gressed aspects, etc. etc.) in its Navigator feature, which enables you to 
track these aspects as they come into orb (of your choice), become exact, 
and the dissolve—the user choosing the speed at which the Navigator 
moves forward or backward in time”. 
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Those who find the $370 cost of Placidus beyond their budget will 
welcome this smaller version. 


If you order both Babylonia and Astrology 3D, the combined price is 
$190. This special offer for Considerations subscribers is only available 
until May 1, 2001. This special reduced price does not include the 
books. 


Thought Forms 
by Bob Makransky 
Paper, 5% x 814, 264 pages. 
Dear Brutus Press, PO Box 1398, Occidental CA 95465-1398 


$23.95 North America, $26.95 elsewhere, prices include P&H. 
y=} HE AUTHOR discusses the theory of thought form from four 
9, very different perspectives: astrological, psychological, meta- 
ON physical and magical. He interprets the different phases of 2's 
= ) synodic cycle in terms of the natal chart and its progressions 
and transits. Six major signposts of $’s cycle are distinguished: the Infe- 
rior and Superior conjunctions, the western and eastern greatest elonga- 
tions, and the direct and retrograde stations. There are clear explanations 
of how different people tend to react, particularly how they think and 
make decisions, when born within a degree or two of these important 
markers, and also for those born between each pair in the sequence— 
producing twelve different thinking types. There are also clear instruc- 
tions for determining which type an individual is, together with a listing 
of the times and dates of the six marking points over the period 1900- 
2050. 

Over the years Considerations has been pleased to publish several ar- 
ticles authored by M. J. Makransky; now he has changed his name to 
Bob Makransky—same astute astrologer. Over the years readers have 
become familiar with his fresh insights into different facets of astrology. 
In this book Thought Forms, he is especially provocative and I strongly 
recommend its purchase and study. 


© 


—Ken Gillman 
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Who ? 


Ruth Baker, a regular contributor on horary matters in Considerations, teaches 
the highly regarded Qualifying Horary Diploma course. Her articles have ap- 
peared in many publications. She lives on the Essex coast in England 


Olivia Barclay, the author of Horary Astrology Rediscovered, may be the per- 
son responsible for the current reawakened concern throughout the astrological 
world with traditional and classical astrology. Olivia, is the principle of the 
Cane Horary Diploma course, which she directs from her home in Eng- 
land, 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 


Patrice Guinard obtained his Doctorate in astrology in 1993 at the Sorbonne 
(Department of Philosophy, University of Paris). For more of his thoughtful 
writings visit the C.U.R.A. web site at http://cura.free.fr/02domi-c.htmI. 


Bob Makransky alternates his time between astrology, farming and channeling 
in rural Guatemala. He writes with authority on two of these subjects. Bob is 
the author of Thought Forms. 


Carlota Machado Mendes is currently studying the Qualifying Horary Di- 
ploma course with Olivia Barclay. She lives in Cascais, Portugal 


Grazia Mirti is the highly respected editor of Linguaggio Astrale, the 200+ 
page quarterly journal of the Centro Italiano di Astrologia, CIDA. She lives in 
Turin, Italy. 


Dennis Saunders is a Homeopath, a Naturopath, an Osteopath, and a very fine, 
experienced astrologer. Dr. Saunders lives in Johannesburg and has been "into 
astrology for the past 44 years." He is an honorary life member of the Astro- 
logical Association of South Africa, having taught most of the members in the 
school he ran from 1975 to 1985. 


In addition to his work as an astrologer Doug Smith, a former professor at York 
University in Toronto, practices homeopathy from his home in Haliburton, On- 
tario. His article on British mortuary extravaganza in this issue is taken from his 
book Big Waves on the Far Shore: Towards an Astrology of Great Visions. 


Nick Sutherland has now retired from the Airforce and lives in San Antonio, 
Texas. He investigates the LSRev and rectification methods. 


Eric J. Weil, who is generally acknowledged to be one of Europe’s leading 
astrologers, is the editor of La Tradition. He lives in Geneva, Switzerland. 


Pricer Wintle is a consulting astrologer with many years’ experience, whose 
writings frequently appear in the leading astrological journals. Pricr has worked 
in England, New Zealand and South Africa, He is currently living in Cape 
Town. 


97 


astROLOGy 


CONSIOeCRATIONS 


